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An Extra Special Christmas

| ®m | ng t he Advent
that with a tough economy, things may be a bit more difficult for

ooKki forward to
many of us. However, these difficulties may also inspire us to be

more in touch with the true spirit of Christmas instead of focusing on
presents and tinsel. The true spirit of Christmas is about bringing the
Spirit of Christ into our relationship with others. Inside this newsletter,
we have announcements about numerous ways and events where

this can happen for you so you can have an extra special Christmas.
On behalf of Ray, Ernie, Debbie, Claudette, Sylvester, and Kelli, let me
wish you a blessed Advent and Christmas Season. We look forward

to sharing it with you.
Billy

CHARGE CONFERENCE, DECEMBER 4th
All members of Asbury are encouraged to attend our Charge Confer-

Worship

andIthamst mas

December 7th

When Good
News

Sounds Like
Bad News

December 14th
Saying
to God

December 21st
Do Not Be

News from the Berry -Specials, A New Ministry at Asbury

Due to an overwhelming request for a new senior citizens ministry, a

group from Asbury met in November. The initial meeting was a potluck
luncheon held in the Fellowship Hall. Originally the group was to support
Asburians and Friends who were over the age of 55. While the group

was not going to check I D6s it was u
radical hospitality to invite all who wanted to participate. The Berry -
Specials came up with a mission to feed others, physically, mentally and
spiritually. They may be heading up the Food Pantry and beginning a
Food Ministry. Additionally they are looking at ways to feed others by
offering to become adoptive Grandparents to others who may not
have immediate family in the area. They may also help others with
transportation needs of gettingshut -i nds t o chur ch

to participate, the next meeting will be a Christmas Luncheon on De-
cember 11, 11:30 a.m. at the home of Pam and Dale Karacostas. For
reservations and directions, and if you need a ride or can provide a ride ,
call Ernie Lee at the church office at (912) 233  -4351 or send an e -
mail to asburymumc@yahoo.com.
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To Love and Be
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Parts of our services can
be viewed and heard on

our web site.

I P008<East Henty Streey O U
Savannah, GA 31401
www.asburymemorial.org
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Thank God | tds Yout

Wednesday, 3rdd TGIY
7:00 p.m. till 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, 7thd Christmas Caroling
Right after Coffee Hour we will be caroling to our simg and homebound.
We will return to the church at 4 p.m.

Wednesday, 10thd TGIY
7:00 p.m. till 8:30 p.m.

Friday, 12thd TGIY Christmas Partyd 6:30 p.m.
More info to come

Sunday, 14thd Christmas Cantatad 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, 17thd TGIY
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, 21st 8 Church Christmas Partyd 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday 24thd Christmas Eve Serviced 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 31std No TGIY

Prayer Group

Are you seeking a way to deepen your spiritual life? If so, Asbury Memorial has a prayer group
that meets on Tuesday mornings at 7:00 a.m. The group meets to go over prayer requests and
stay in extended prayer and mediation for a period of fifteen to twenty minutes. The group ends
promptly before or at 7:30 a.m. to allow participants to get to work. Coffee will be available be-
fore and after the session. The group is facilitated by Chris Fahey. For more information call
Ernie Lee at the church office at (912) 233-4351 or send an email to asburymumc@yahoo.com.
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WHEN SHADOWS FALL

We extend our love and sympathy to Janie Fore-
man, David and Gary Corbin, Virginia Holliday

and family in the death of Jane Corbin, a beloved
mother, best friend and member of Asbury.

We extend our love and sympathy to Marianne
Sweers and family in the death of Olga Sweers,

Mari anneds mot he
HONORARIUMS
A gift has been given

Fund in honor of Knettie Archard by Carole and
Joseph Glade.

A gift has been given to the Hester EducationFund
by Kim Malphrus.

MEMORIALS

A gift has been given
Fund in memory of Jane Corbin by Lynne Corbin
and three grandchildren.

A gift has been given
Fund in memory of Carolyn Smith by an

Anonymous Donor.

A gift has been given
Fund in memory of Jane Corbin by Carmel & Phil
Hearn.

A gift has been given
Fund in memory of Jane Corbin by Mary Alice
Garvin.

A gift has been given
Fund in memory of Jane Corbin by David Grice and
John Naylor.

A gift has been given
Fund in memory of Jane Corbin by Barbara
Rogers.

A gift has been given
Fund in memory of Jane Corbin by Elizabeth

Lariscy.
A gift has been given
Fund in memory of Al vin

by Joan Hester Byrd.
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Prayer List

Members

[/

Annette Anderson, Cynthia Bolinger, Francis Brannen,
Bob Carlyle, Corine Cave, Linda Combs, John Craw-
ford, Vicki Cronk, Mickey Dodge, Marjorie Edenfield,
Gay Gwinner, Edna Girard, Nell Hagins, Cheri Hester,
Roy Hill, Mary Hinely, Joe Hunnicutt, Judith Kessler,
Elizabeth Lariscy, Linda Luke, Janet Mayne, Marie
Parker, Jackie Stewart, Jean Stewart, Becca Terrett,

Rirleyt W, JdYE Widks@oh, HaRold Riley! DR

Williamson.

Family & Friends of Members

Bob Andres, Gary Bebusk, Elsie Boschen,
Alex Capne MapycCann.Apne Merig Chary ¢
dler, R. Justin Chandler, Rhonda Clyatt, Rose
Crosby, Qumtlna Davis, Schaefer Dean, Cliff
hnCelebrate the
DeVan Jean Ferraro Lois Flanagan, Francis
Fordham, Margaret Gammon, James Garvin,
Rick Gilbeat, Batly &laze, Dénkd Hannt J&rg
Hill, Lottie Huff, Judy Hughes, Archie lo-
@ice, Amnette fil.denking, PankeltJenkins, h e
Matt Jenkins, Dexter Johnson, Bill Kellard,
Warr?nthjttz,ﬁT&rELPng, @\Illisgnc Lge, I%erﬁ\ig
Lopinski, Jimmy Lord, Lawrence Manker, Jr.,,
Maurice Miller, Helen Murray, David Pam-
o the nCel ebrate_ the
pl ona, Florence Pert,
Joan Poppell, Tim Powers, David Pugh, Lee
F?lggg, @alﬁoarar'R%t%,l NaPcla ﬂotth(,e HaFva/e
Smith, Sharon Soule, Barbara Smith, Ella
(Qalré Shn&h Lﬁs@@tdff@rdb Sharinén Tzﬁylbre
Jlmmy Whltlock DeanX/VlIIlamsr(;nk Rut W|I—

son
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Flowers in the Sanctuary
Supplying the flower arrangements for the worship service is a wonderful way to commemorate a date
that is important to you or a loved one. Please check the 2009 Flower Chart in the narthex and sign up.

The cost is $40. For more information call the church office at 233-435]1.

Special Funds

One way to honor or to remember a loved one is with a memorial or an honorarium to the
0Cel ebrate the Joyd6 (Renovat i on-Children Edatation FuhdetheP i a |

Trustees Fund, or the General Fund.

Newsletter Information
I f you have an announcement for o0The Asbury Updat e,
each month. Contact Claudette DelLong, Program Secretary at 233-4351 or email to asburymumc@yahoo.com.

Office hours are 9 AM to 2 PM, Monday thru Friday.

Mission Statement:

Asbury Memorial is a place where all people can develop their spirituality, use their
talents, and grow in faith as we seek to love, serve, and celebrate God, each other, and

our community.
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2008 God on Broadway Series Thgnk 2008 Budget Offering

You from Karl Graham

Wow, what an incredible God on Broad-
way series our church had this season.
The talent at Asbury never ceases to
amaze me. Thanks to all of you the many
people who have helped in any way. To
the choir and the hours of practice, you
are the best. To those who assisted with
sets and teardowns, you are a blessing. |
appreciated every minute of your contri-
bution toward making each series a suc-

cess.

There are too many people to name indi-
vidually, but there are four in particular
that | would like to mention. Billy Hester
the ultimate actor who works tirelessly to
come up with ideas and gets us to keep
our edge every Sunday, Ray Ellis who
works endlessly with the music rehears-
als and networking to keep our talent
fresh, Jeff Follett oMr
Masterdé for getting the
and work safely, and my loving wife Judy
for hours of hard work, but especially her
patience and understanding.

My own thank you comes from watching

November 2 - $6,624.50
November 9 - $6,400.61
November 16 - $8,971.55
November 23 - $6,549.45
November 30 0 TBA

Weekly Budget Needed
$7,252.00

Budget Needed to Date
$333,592.00

Received to Date
$317,512.96

Balance of the Operating Fund
as of November 24, 2008

, $79,809.78
Behind the Scenes

Chande! bp'T at% VP hke
(Renovation) as of October 31,
2008
$430,092.89

the face of all of you as you entered the
sanctuary to worship and see the sets we
have designed. You are a wonderful, hard
working, all accepting, loving, congrega-
tion and this is our gift to you.

Until next year and with God working
through me.

Karl Graham

Worship Attendance

November 2 0 327

November 9 0 467
November 16 0 521
November 23 0 239
November 30 0 TBA

Joy
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December

1sti Matthew Smith
2ndi Martha Chapman
3rdi Ashelyn Carden
Carol Chambers
Brenda Steiner
4thi Linda Ostrow
5thi Jesse Follett
Dee Dee Waddell
7thi Keller Jones
8thi Joe Nelson
Steve Wages
9thi Beth Ballance
Janet Wagner
10thi Glenda McNew
11thi Noah Johnson
13thi Wade Seyle, Sr.
Jonas Shackley
14thi Da wn
15thi Cynthia Bolinger
16thi Kelsey Hines
Virginia Holliday
Tanya Lee
18thi Shelby Hines
Jean Young
19thi Joni Shackley
20thi Chris Jenkins
Buster Patterson
21sti Larry Fall
Holly Henke
Ridge Patterson
22ndi Collin Stewart
23rdi Suanne Devlin
Mary Pulwarty

=

w4 Happy Birthdayuw

-

Bosch

Having a Birthday?
Let us know when!

Sign up on the main bulletin board between the nurseries or call the of-

fice at 233-4351.

December Birt
24thi Pat Andres
Rose Crosby
Chris Fahey
Carol Hodges
David White
26thi Judy Amerson
Eva Ciccodicola
Elizabeth Coleman
eZ(Z)thT John Naylor
Nancy Phillips
28thi Kim Johnson
31sti Kim Jorgensen

Kritopher Heinz

The Busy Bees
We will not be meeting
the month of

December.

AAnote from Ernie Lee
h We%voﬁire%gor}' %{' Outreach and

Programs:

Thank you for your trust in bringing me on as
the new Director of Outreach and Programs. |
have served as the President of the Asbury Me-

morial Church Council for the past two years

and | am excited about coming on staff. My
charge is to assist in developing, growing both

new, and existing programs. Additionally, |
hope to be able to assist both Billy and Clau-
dette in running, rearranging and reorganizing
the administrative duties of the church office.

After a month or so, we have already made
some changes to the church office and | now

have an office on the 2nd floor of the Education
Building on the same hallway as Debbie

Wrightos office.

Sundays thru Thursdays. Stop by and say hello

and be on the look out for new programs.

Additionally, thank you for the prayers, cards,
e-mails, and phone calls during my recent ill-
ness with a kidney stone. All is well and | am

back ready to be of service.

[~

Centers or give it to those who come by the church for food.

L Food Pantry Helping Those in Need

You are always welcome to bring canned goods or paper goods to
help those in need of food. Please place the items on the shelves across from
the nametag board. We then deliver the items to the Wesley Community




Sunday Morning Sched-
ule:

9:00 a\llandbell Rehearsal

9:45 &\NiBathering in Social Hall
(Coffee, Juice & Breakfast Snacks)

10:00 alm., . -ty
Announcements & Morning Prayer

(adults, youth, &geluatuldren)

« ¥

10:2Children/Youth to Creative Kids

.11 1,0, 1716

10:38dults into Small Groups

-Adult Choir Practice/Greeters & Usherp

11:15 awrarship Service

12:30 pOuffee Hour

Nursery & Childcare are available for all progranp

Chil drenods
|_eaders in December

C

Grades K 0 3rd

Tom & Betsy Davis
Subs: Ellie Covington & Cheri Hester

Grades 4th o 6th
December 7thi Debbie Anderson & Kim Smith

December 14t Rev. Doug Westfall & Christine
Murphy

December 21st- Andrea Harrelson & K. T. Aull
December 28thi Debbie & Evans Wright

—r

14

Nursery News

Nursery Care for
Hour, Choir Rehearsal & WNS

Nursery services are provided for fmehool
children whose parents would like to attend
adult programs at the 10 O'clock Hour on S
X days. Care is also available during Choir ré-
hearsal on Wednesday nights at 7pm. Care
also be offered for Wednesday Night Suppers.

Lambs
y x[¢

Littl e
Yyt 1 <. T°
Pre-School Bible Class

Little Lambs is a class for preschool childrg
and takes place during the 11:15 a.m. Worghip
Service. Amy Povie, Linda Edwards, and Ellie
Covington, will teach this class weekly in the
pre-school nursery room. We would like to in-
vite all preschool children aged 3 to 5 to palr-
ticipate in this exciting class to learn morg

g stadindgais45v& hrough music, drama, crgfts,
and storytelling!

n

Nursery Care during Worship

The Asbury Nursery provides a secure envirpn-
ment for children. The nursery has three class-
Irobmg av@ildhle to care for your children while
you attend the worship service. Classrooms|are
located in the Education Building next to the
Social Hall. Our nursery facilities include an
infant room, toddler room (serving children Up
to age three) and a classroom for children three
to five years old. Three paid workers and two
volunteers care for children. Children are giyen
the opportunity to socialize with others and

play with a variety of developmentally appro
priate toys. Books and music selections are
available to encourage a love for God and oth-

ers If needed, our nursery can provide a pager
for you so the nursery staff can contact you as

necessary any time during the service.

(@)
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SHEKHINAH SPIRAL

Shehkinah is a Hebrew word that means
othe feminine face of
ocircular and continu
nah Spiral is a place for women of Asbury
Memorial to come together and talk freely,
share ideas and share a potluck lunch.
Shehkinah Spiral meets the third Sunday of
each month. There will be no meeting in
December, but the next meeting will be on
January 18th, 2009 after the Sunday Wor-
ship Service. All women are invited to at-
tend.

If you have questions, please contact the
church office or Kathy Hodges, who is the
groupods facilitator.
number is 961-8676., or you may e-mail her

at kphodgesga@bellsouth.net.

A 8:00 3.m. dor 293 domariond We Ralee Irelaked

Mends Breakfast

Every first Saturday of the month the men of
Asbhorg have a delicious bredkfastitegethes at

Obarbedstkep at mospherebd
stories, jJjokes, and fin
in our lives and in the world. After we finish,
we often do some kind of service project - it
may be tidying up the Social Hall, doing yard-

work, or helping with some other project.
We hope you will consider joining us...we
promi se that owhatds s g
fast stays at the Men?os

It helps to know the number of people who are
coming so we know how much food to prepare.
You &A stlgn Q{p%ﬁ ourWeLfte edch rﬂ&hgm
But i f you forget, pl es
from coming. Bill Oakley, Michael Edwards
and Pat Prokop are always willing to share

ul

their pancakes.

Transitions Group on Thursday Nights at Asbury Memorial

Tranfi saifl tion [tran -zish-uh.n] - noun, meaning a movement, passage, or change from one
position, state, stage, subject concept, etc. to another, change.

If you recently got married or started a new relationship, you are in transition. If you
are a new resident to Savannah, you are in transition. If you are new to Asbury Memorial,
you are in a transition. If you have a child that recently left for college, you are are in a
transition. If you have an adult child that has moved back home, you are in transition. If
you have recently been divorced, you are in transition. If you recently lost a job or seeking
employment, you are in transition. If you have experienced the recent death of a friend or

loved one, you are in transition.

The Transition Group is a way to share your feelings and to offer support to others that
are also in transition. The group meets on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and will last for ap-
proximately an hour. This is an open meeting and has no set agenda other than to offer
community and mutual support. Kathy Hodges, Counselor of the Upper School at Savan-
nah Country Day will make a special present to our group on December 11.

For more information or to register, please call the church office at (912) 233
send an e -mail to asburymumc@yahoo.com.

-4351 or




A Letter from Jane Corbinods

Dear Asbury friends,

I wish | had the words to express our gratitude for the love and loyalty you
shared with us and our mother during her illness. She was always so proud of you all
for what you had come together to accomplish. You shared with us as a family just
what she knew about you all along.

I dare not mention names individuals, for there were so many of you that |
would be remiss if | forgot to mention even one. She felt your love while she was in
the hospital, and grew strength and peace from your love while we were at Hospice.

To the choir, there could have been no greater expression of love than for you
to come to her as you did at Hospice. You treated all within hearing to such beautiful
music. We were deeply touched by the wonderful musical tribute you gave at her fu-
neral. Nothing could have made it more personal, because it was the very core of
what she loved most.

She loved everything about her life at Asbury. Her friendships with all you
who worked in the kitchen together meant so much to her. The Busy Bees brought
her so much joy

and companionship.

I must mention Virginia, as she was the dearest friend my mother ever had.
She shared her devotion to our mother and to us with so much love that I could never
express how much she means to all of us. You are a gift to us all.

Billy, I have received many calls about what a lovely and truly personal memo-
rial service you gave our mother. You were so dedicated to her and we will always
appreciate your support. We understand now why Asbury meant so much to her.

| know | speak for my brothers and the rest of our family when | say that our
gratitude is endless. She will always be in our hearts, as will the memory of the love
expressed during our most difficult days.

Sincerely,
Janie Foreman

Busy Bee News

The Busy Bees are forming nighttime groups.

In Pooler, a group meets on Tuesday night. Call Debbie Anderson for details, (912) 233-4869.

Dau

C

Want to join a group in town? Wedre starting

Call Tommy Schafer (912) 352-1865, or send him an e-mail at tscrabs@aol.com



Christmas at Asbury

Asbury Handbells On River Street

Saturday, December 6th
The Asbury Handbell Choir will be playing at the First Saturday Celebration on River Street!

Caroling to Our Homebound Members

Sunday, December 7th
Experience the true meaning of Christmas by car
Coffee Hour and will return to the church between 3:30 and 4:00 p.m.

Busy Bees & Busy Bats Christmas Party

Monday, December 8th, 1 1:30 a.m.
The Busy Bees & Busy Bats will partying at Johnny Harris!

TGI'Y OoOYoutho Christmas Part
Friday, December |2th

Contact Youth Minister, Debbie Wright, for more information

Choirdos Christmas Cantata, o0Cer ¢

Sunday, December 14th,5:30 pm
The Asbury Memorial Choir will be presenting a Christmas Cantata. Join them at 5:30 pm on the |4th for a
beautiful cantata that is dedicated to the memory of long-time choir member, Jane Corbin.

Covered-Dish Church Christmas Party
Sunday, December 21st, 6:00 pm

Join your church family for a Christmas feast as we bring food and celebrate Christmas as a church family.
A special visitor from the North Pole is supposed to be making a visit!

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service & Caroling

Wednesday, December 24th, 7:00 pm

Asburyds unique Candlelight Christmas Eve Servi
want to share with friends and neighbors. The Christmas story is told in a simple, yet unique way through
Scripture, music and liturgical dance. Holy Communion is also part of the service. The congregation is

then invited to go caroling in the neighborhood after the service. It will be your best Christmas present !



