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Church Christmas Party, December 13th 
Join your church family in a time of fellowship, music and good food on 

Sunday, December 13 at 6:00 p.m. as we celebrate this special season.  The 

church will supply ham, and we invite the congregation to bring a covered-

dish - casseroles, veggies, deserts, or any other wonderful dish to share 

with others!  Topping off the evening of festivities will be a visit from the 

dynamic duo in red, Mr. and Mrs. Claus.  They will be here to talk with 

children of every age….so bring your cameras!  

 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
If you’ve never experienced a Christmas Eve at Asbury, 

you do not want to miss the Candlelight Service on 

December 24 at 7:00 p.m.   You will have a profound 

experience as you see and hear the Christmas story told through Scripture, 

music, and dance.   The service will be SRO so you probably want to be at 

the church no later that 6:45 p.m.  The service will be beautiful in our renovated sanctuary. 

  It has been a tradition at Asbury to go Christmas caroling in the neighborhood 

after the Christmas Eve Service.   For the last 15 years, the members of Asbury spread good 

cheer to our neighbors with songs such as Silent Night, Joy to the World, Frosty the Snowman, and 

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.  Rev. Hester says, “The caroling to our neighbors after the 

special Christmas Eve Service is the highlight of the year for me.”  Please come and join us!  

Caroling to the Homebound 

Sunday, December 20th 

Come get to know and sing to our older members after the worship 

service on December 20th.   The church will supply sandwich and 

chips for lunch for those going caroling.  We’ll then caravan to houses 

and nursing homes.  Join us...it will do your heart good...it will be the 

best thing you do for yourself all Christmas season. 

Coming in January! 
Our 10 O’clock Hour Programs for adults, children and youth will 

start back January 10th.  The adults will be using the wonderful “Living 

the Questions” Series and the children will have “Creative Kids.” 



 

TGIY Times 
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Thank God It’s Youth 

 

Piano Recital, December 12th 
      

     The students of our pianist/organist, Kelli Horton, will be having 
     a recital in the sanctuary on Saturday, December 12th at 4:00 
     p.m.  In the recital will be  Asbury’s own: Janet Wagner, Preston 
     Hodges, David Alley, Phoebe Alley, and Morgan Combs.   

     A reception will follow in the Social Hall. 

 

 

Thank you to the following who volunteered for the Asbury Fundraiser 

during the Savannah Holly Days on Broughton Street on November 28th 

by working a shift or donating baked goods: 
 

Kenny Hill, Joe Driggers, Jodi Laird, Michael Cox ,Chris Beaver , 

Jessica Rice, Livvy McIntosh, Tanya Lee, Janet Wagner, Claudia Wagner,  

Steve Wagner, Ellie Covington, Mary Ann Donahue, Pam Sears, Ray Sears, Les Sears, Joseph Edwards, 

Danny Adams, Helen Downing, Linda Ostrow, River Godbee, Mallory Lawson, Hai Dang, Chelsea Hester, 

Sherry Hines, Debbie Anderson, Virginia Holliday, Allison Johnston, Jan & Sam Durham, Mary Prokop, 

Suzanne Devlin, and Debbie Eason. 
 

Please accept our apologies if your name was omitted. 

 
 

 

Wednesday, 2nd —TGIY  - 7:00 p.m.ð8:30 p.m. 

 Wednesday, 9th—TGIY - 7:00 p.m.ð8:30 p.m. 

NO TGIY in December after the 9th.  
 

TGIY Holiday Party—January 1st 

Additional information to follow 

If you have any question or need any information about our youth program, 

 please contact Debbie Wright by email:  debbie203@comcast.net 

Thanks for your support! 

Debbie Wright, Youth Minister 



 

 

Family & Friends of Members  
 

Steve Amerson, Elisabeth Anderson & Rob 
Upson, Donna Baldwin, Emily Brennen, Brian 
Cail, Frankie Carpenter, Emma Carroll and 
her family, Rhonda Clyatt, Rose Crosby, 
Schaefer Dean, Barbara Decker, Marion 
Edwards, Barbara Freeman, Betty Galloway, 
John Gnann, Nita Gay, Rick Gilbert, Jim 
Herold, Jerry Hill, Dave Hogg, Rev. Bill Hust, 
Archie Iodice, Mary Kessler, Ruth Ellen Lee, 
Grace Neises, Karen Nelson, Freddy 
Ogunkoya, Jimmy Page, Melissa Pittman, 
Joe Porterfield, AL RILEY, Brenda Prahl, Mary 
“Ma” Roubal, Harry Skinner, Mabelene 
Skinner, Dan Strickland, Myra Seals, Susan 
Waters, Valerie Zamora, Maya Zafari 
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WHEN SHADOWS FALL 

Z We extend our love and sympathy to Elizabeth 
Jackson,  Joyce Wickstrom and family in the 
death of  Elizabethôs mother, Katie Jackson  

Z We extend our love and sympathy to Bill and 
Kathy Oakley and family in the death of Billôs 
father, Hugh Oakley.   

Z We extend our love and sympathy to Andra 
Bowers in the death of her friend of 40 years, 
Martha Major.  

Z We extend our love and sympathy to Bill, Ann 
and Emily Anderson and family in the death of  
Billôs father, Billy Anderson. 

Z We extend our love and sympathy to Julie, Jeff 
and Carey Tucker and family in the death of  
Julieôs father, Milton Rahn. 

 

 MEMORIALS 
 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of Willilou Hooper by Dewilla 

Hedgecoth. 

 

A gift has been given to the ñGeneral Fundò in 
memory of Katie Jackson, mother of Elizabeth 

Jackson, by Karl and Judy Graham.  

 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of Hugh Oakley , Bill Oakleyôs 

father, by David Grice and John Naylor .  

 
   

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of Katie Jackson, mother of 
Elizabeth Jackson, by David Grice and John 

Naylor .  

   
A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of Katie Jackson, mother of 

Elizabeth Jackson, by the Asbury Choir.  

 

   Prayer List  

 

 Members  
Annette Anderson, Cindy Bolinger, Francis 
Brannen, Suzanne Cooler, Vicki Cronk, 
Mickey Dodge, Marjorie Edenfield, Edna 
Girard, Gay Gwinner, Nell Hagins, Chase 
Harrison, Roy Hill, Mary Hinely,  Elizabeth 
Jackson, Judith Kessler, Elizabeth Lariscy, 
Justin Linthicum, Janet Mayne, Pam Miller, 
Marie Parker, Jo Poston, Cabell Stewart, 
Jean Stewart, Joyce Wickstrom, Harold 

                                

 HONORARIUMS 
 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joy ò 
Fund  by Janet and Merritt Dixon to the Glory 
of God in thanksgiving for the wonderful peo-
ple who were instrumental in making possible 

our glorious new sanctuary at Asbury Memorial 
UMC with the Celebrate the Joy Campaign. 



 

December 

BIRTHDAYS! 

 

1st- Matthew Smith 

2nd- Martha Chapman 

3rd- Ashelyn Carden 

       Carol Chambers   

        Brenda Steiner 

        Jeff Wilhoit                                              

4th- Dean Herzog 

        Devon McCaskill 

        Linda Ostrow 

5th- Jesse Follett 

        Rachel Porter 

        Dee Dee Waddell 

6th- Kathryn Osborne 

7th- Keller Jones 

8th- Joe Nelson 

       Steve Wages 

9th- Beth Ballance 

       Steve Byrd 

       Janet Wagner 

10th- Alice Armitage 

         Glenda McNew 

11th- Noah Johnson                 

         Michelle Jones 

13th- Wade Seyle, Sr. 

          Jonas Shackley 

14th- Dawn Boscheô 

15th- Cynthia Bolinger 

16th- Kelsey Hines 

          Virginia Holliday 

          Tanya Lee 

18th- Shelby Hines  

          Jean Young 

19th-Joni Shackley 

20th- Annette Haywood-            

   Carter 

          Chris Jenkins 
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21st- Noelle Britt 

          Larry Fall 

          Holly Henke 

          Ridge Patterson 

          Holli Perry 

22nd- Ron Pozdol 

          Colin Stewart 

23rd- Suzanne Devlin 

          Mary Pulwarty 

24th- Pat Andres 

         Rose Crosby 

         Chris Fahey 

         J. R. Fleming 

         Carol Hodges 

         David White 

25th- Holly Burnett 

         Cabell Stewart 

26th-  Judy Amerson 

           Eva Ciccodicola 

Elizabeth Coleman 

Landon Westbrook 

27th- John Naylor 

          Nancy Phillips 

28th- Kim Johnson 

31st- Teresa Baker 

         Kristopher Heinz 

         Kim Jorgensen 

Having a Birthday?  
Let us know when! Sign up on the main bulletin board between 
the nurseries or call the office at 233-4351.  

The 2010 Flower 

Chart is now in the 

Narthex  

 
"What's Cookin' 

at Henry and 
Waters?" 

  
Asbury Memorial's cookbook is 
available for purchase, both here and 
at Fresh Market. If you buy it at Fresh 
Market you will pay $25.00 for a 
copy. At Asbury, you can get one for 
$15.00! This is really an excellent 
cookbook with recipes from many 
congregants, male and female, 
young and not-so-young. If you are 
interested, please contact Mary 
Prokop at 927-1815 or 
maryprokop@comcast.net. 

You won't regret it! They make great 
Christmas, Hanukkah, birthday, 
anniversary or shower gifts, too. 

Can Recycling 
 

Remember to bring 
your cans to church for 
recycling.  All monies 
received go to the 
“Celebrate the Joy” 
Campaign.  When 
dropping off your cans, 
please DO NOT  

put them in the city’s recycling container.  
There are two trash cans, one of each side 
of the city’s container for the cans to be 
placed in .  We would like to thank Carolyn 
Bowden for recycling the cans for the 
church. 

mailto:maryprokop@comcast.net


 

Menõs Breakfast Group 

     Every first Saturday of the month the men of 

Asbury have a delicious breakfast together at 

9:00 a.m. for a $3 donation.  We have relaxed 

òbarbershop-like atmosphereó...telling some 

stories, jokes, and finding out whatõs going on 

in our lives and in the world.  After we finish, we 

often do some kind of service project - it may 

be tidying up the Social Hall, doing yard -work, 

or helping with some other project.  

     We hope you will consider joining us...we 

promise that òwhatõs said at the Menõs  

Breakfast stays at the Menõs Breakfast!ó 

It helps to know the number of people who 

are coming so we know how much food to 

prepare.  You can sign up on our web site 

each month.  But if you forget, please donõt let 

that stop you from coming.  Bill Oakley, 

Michael Edwards and Pat Prokop are always 

willing to share their pancakes.        

We will meet December 5th  

News from the Busy Bees. 

The Busy Bees will not meet during the month of 

December. 

 
Shekhinah Spiral 

Our women’s group, Shekhinah Spiral, will 
not meet during the month of December. 

 

 

 

Sharing our Love With 
Flowers 

Are you the one we need? 
Response for volunteers to arrange and/or 
deliver arrangements made from our 
Worship Arrangements has been awesome. 
Five or six different people are serving each 
week of the month. We just need four more 
volunteers to deliver on the Fourth Monday 
of the month and our team will be 
complete.  Are you the one we need? 

Call or Email Grady Mills at 354-3205 or 

G61743WMii@aol.com  

  
 

YOGA AT ASBURY 
 

Come join us for easy yoga THURSDAY NIGHTS @ 

6:30 and stretch your way to that leaner, calmer, 

more flexible person you want to be.  Class is held in 

the Social Hall.  Price is $8.00/class, or you can 

purchase an 8-class pass for $60.00.  Bring a mat & 

blanket.  
 

 

 

Book Signing!  Everyone invited! 

Exciting announcement! Polly Cooper and Ellen 

Taber are having a book signing for their two 

new books on Friday, Dec. 11th, in the school 

cafeteria at Tybee in the big park. Drop in 3PM 

until 7PM. Tybee Days - One Hundred Years on 

Georgia's Playground Island and Sand Between 

Our Toes - The Tybee Family Photo Album will 

finally be here!  Asbury and friends are invited 

for prizes, music by the Crabettes, and family 

fun. Questions - call Polly, 353-9999.   

Children’s Church Leaders 

December 2009 
 

Grades K ð3rd  

Tom & Betsy Davis 

Subs: Ellie Covington & Cheri Hester 
 

Grades 4th ð6th  

December 6thðKim Smith and Debbie Anderson 

December 13thðMargaret Clay and Joel Varland 

December 20thðKT Aull and Andrea Harrelson  

December 27thðEmily Anderson and KT Aull  

 

                            Nursery Care for the   

 11:15 a.m. Services 

Nursery services are provided for  

pre-school children on Sunday.   

. 

mailto:G61743WMii@aol.com
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Special Funds 

One way to honor or to remember a loved one is with a memorial or an honorarium to the  

“Celebrate the Joy” (Renovation) Fund, the Piano/Organ Fund, the Hester-Children Education Fund, the 

Trustees Fund, or the General Fund.  

Newsletter Information 

If you have an announcement for “The Asbury Update,” please send it to the church office in writing by the 15th of 

each month. Contact Claudette DeLong, Church Secretary at 233-4351 or email to asburymumc@yahoo.com.  

Office hours are 9 AM to 2 PM, Monday thru Friday. 

Flowers in the Sanctuary 

Supplying the flower arrangements for the worship service is a wonderful way to commemorate a date 

that is important to you or a loved one.  Please check the 2010 Flower Chart in the narthex and sign up.  

The cost is $40.  For more information call the church office at 233-4351. 

Asbury Memorial 

United Methodist Church 

1008 East Henry Street 

Savannah, GA  31401-7128  

INT.ID 206896  

Office 233-4351  Fax 233 -5026  

www.asburymemorial.org 

 

Return Service Requested 

Mission Statement:  

Asbury Memorial is a place where all people can develop their spirituality, use their 

talents, and grow in faith as we seek to love, serve, and celebrate God, each other, and 

our community. 



 

2009 Budget Offering 

November1st - $5,186.99 

November 8th -$11,014.00 

November 15th - $5,874.50 

November 22nd ð $20,649.49 

November 29th ð $7,412.51 
 

 

Weekly Budget Needed 

$7,872 
 

Budget Needed to Date  

$377,856 
 

Received to Date  

$354,265.56 
 

Balance of the Operating Fund  

as of November 30, 2009 

$93,410.54 
 

òCelebrate the Joy!ó Fund 

(Renovation) as of October 31, 

2009 

$65,026.41 

Worship Attendance 
 

November1st - 272 

November 8th - 279 

November 15th - 267 

November 22nd - 552 

November 29th - TBA  
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Musical, òLove Divine, All Love Excellingó 
Written by Rev. Lynn Drake 

Wesley Oak UMC is presenting the musical, Love Divine, 

All Love Excelling written and arranged by our beloved 

Rev. Lynn Drake, who was an Associate Minister at 

Asbury in the 1990s.  The musical is set in the town of 

Bristol, England and offers stories of faith and mission 

through hymns of Charles Wesley.  Performances are: 

December 4 at 7:30 p.m..; December 5 at 3:00 p.m. & 

5:30 p.m.;  December 6 at 3:00 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. 

$10 Fare;  Call 912-352-0844 for reservations. 
 
 

I Cantori Christmas Concerts  

WHAT CHEER ! 
 

L /ŀƴǘƻǊƛΣ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ ŎƘƻƛǊ ƻŦ нп 
auditioned members, will present their 19th annual 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ рǘƘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ 
Episcopal Church, 1802 Abercorn St., and on December 
мпǘƘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ {ƪƛŘŀǿŀȅ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ 
Both concerts will start at 7:30 PM. 

Under the direction of founder and conductor, Dr. 
wƻōŜǊǘ IŀǊǊƛǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ L /ŀƴǘƻǊƛ  Christmas concerts 
 will feature  familiar carols and outstanding composed 
and arranged music from the British Isles. Inspired by 
the 14th century cycle of mystery plays which contains 
ǘƘŜ ƴƻǿ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΣ ά/ƻǾŜƴǘǊȅ /ŀǊƻƭΣέ 5ǊΦ IŀǊǊƛǎ Ƙŀǎ 
created a beautiful program of a cappella music which 
ƻƴŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎǳƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ άaŜǊǊƛŜ 
hƭŘŜ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘέ ōȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŎŀǊƻƭŜǊǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ 
lanterns to light the way. 
The program includes enchanting arrangements of the 
familiar carols  ά!ǿŀȅ Lƴ ŀ aŀƴƎŜǊΣέ ά5ŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ IŀƭƭǎΣέ 
ά{ǳǎǎŜȄ /ŀǊƻƭΣέ ά¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ bƻǿŜƭƭέ ŀƴŘ άL {ŀǿ ¢ƘǊŜŜ 
{ƘƛǇǎΦέ  John Rutter, Robert Shaw/Alice Parker, Herbert 
Howells , William Walton and Benjamin Britten  are 
some of the featured composer/arrangers. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŎƘŜŜǊΗ  What cheer!  Be merry and glad this good 
bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗέΧ /ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ L /ŀƴǘƻǊƛΩǎ  19th season 
Christmas audiences! 

Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students.  They 
may be obtained at the door, from any I Cantori 
member or by reservation at 925-7866. 
 

Look for Asbury’s own Ray Ellis, Randy Canady and Greg 

Martin!!!!! 
 



 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Eric and Randi Johnson who are the proud parents of a 

baby girl, Savannah Lynn Johnson, who was born Tuesday, November 3rd.  

Congratulations also to grandparents Steve and Kim Johnson, and great grandparents, Phil and 

Bettye Hunter.  We welcome Savannah Lynn to the world and ask God’s blessings upon her! 

 

 

We would like to say thank you for the extra help we 

had in the nursery the weekend of the “Sanctuary Unveil-

ing”.  Way to go Asburians!  We are working on the 

schedule for the first of the year so anyone interested in 

volunteering in the nursery  we would love to have you.  

Contact us by E-mail at J32hall@aol.com or by telephone ay 912-220-6510 or 

912-748-6836.  Have a wonderful Christmas and again, our sincere thanks. 

        Jenny Hall and Marie Parker 

Dear Asbury Memorial UMC,  
 

On behalf of my family, I would like to thank our Asbury family for all of your prayers, love, support, 
and delicious meals over the past five difficult months.  After Cabell was diagnosed with dilated car-
diomyopathy and subsequently listed for a heart transplant just weeks later, our faith was completely 
shaken.  However, through your support and generosity- most of it from people we barely knewï we 
have learned to see God in the actions of others. 
 

At three months post-transplant, Cabell is absolutely thriving.  He is eating normally, learning to 
crawl, and is happier than weôve ever seen him.  Because of the selfless act of organ donation, our son 
has the chance at life that he deserves.  We are so thankful to God, amazing donor family who saw 
through their own grief to give our son the gift of life, and the support of our friends, family mem-
bers, and church. 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for all that you have done for our family.  It will never be forgotten 
and we all promise to pay it forward in every way we can! 
 

Love, 

Amy, Brad and Cabell Stewart 

A Special Thank You  
Asbury Family and Children, 

Thank you for the wonderful love shown to me during Thanksgiving.  
 

        Elizabeth Lariscy 



 

 

 

 

Anticipation Celebration & Burning Bowl  

Ceremony  

 

Saturday, January 2, 2010 

Asbury Memorial UMC Social Hall 

2:00 pm 

 

A Guided Tour of Your Coming Accomplishments 

 

led by 

Vicki Manibusan, CFP
â
, ChFC, CASL 

 

What is an Anticipation Celebration?   A guided exercise to help you think about what you 
want to accomplish in the coming year.  Vicki will serve as your guide as you write a letter to 
yourself ï a letter that touches all areas of your life, enhancing your dreams about what you 

want to realize in the coming year. 

 
Your letter will be mailed to you during the Thanksgiving season in 2010.  Imagine opening 

your letter near the end of the year and seeing what you have accomplished! 

 

The Burning Bowl Ceremony is a symbolic gesture to help you release old unwanted beliefs, 

habits and fears and move into the New Year in a positive way. 

 

Bring pen and paper, a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

 

Janice Gantt led the Anticipation Celebration ceremony for many years at Asbury.  This pres-
entation is in her honor for laying the groundwork for so many things that are now a part of 

Asbury. 

 


