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Worship 

11:15 a.m. 
 

January 4th  

A New Way 
 

January 11th 

Heôs Got to be 
Kidding 

 

 January 18th 

Called by Name 
 

 January 25th 

Called to Fish 

 

 
 

 

 

Parts of our services can 

be viewed and heard on 

our web site. 
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January 11th, 4:00 p.m.  

Mark your calendar for January 11th to see Ed Kilbourne in concert!   
The popular artist is known for his music, clever humor, and insightful 

stories.  He combines acoustic guitar, keyboards and singing with a 

story-telling style that has been compared to that of Garrison Keillor.  

Ed began his career in the early 60's and has a career of 8,000 -plus 

performances across the United States and Europe.  There will be 

no admission cost for the event, however, a Love Offering will be 

received.  We encourage you to invite family, friends, and strangers 

to see òThe Grateful Ed.ó  If you would like to learn more about Ed, 

check out his web site at: www.edkilbourne.com/index.html  

 

New Member Classes this Month  
 

Looking for a church home?  WeŚd love to have you with us at As-

bury.  Rev. Hester will be leading New Member Orientation Classes 

the last two Sundays in January (18th & 25th).  The classes are held 

after the worship service with lunch provided by the church.  The par-

ticipants are then invited to join the church on February 1st during 

100 Years!!! 
Happy Anniversary Asbury Memorial!  We are entering our one hundredth 

year of ministry on the corner of Henry Street and Waters Avenue.  We give 

thanks to God for our many blessings and for all the wonderful people and 

events that have been part of Asbury throughout the years.  Youõll be hearing 

about centennial events and celebrations later in 2009.   

2009 Offering Envelopes 

If you have not picked up your 2009 Offering Envelopes at church, 

you may do so on Sundays.  If your envelopes are missing, please 

contact our Finance Secretary, Claudette Delong, at the church 

office (233 -4351).  She would be happy to assist you.  
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Thank God Itôs Youth  

      

COFFEE GNOMES AND COOKIE ELVES NEEDED  

Each Sunday Morning, Asbury offers a 9:45 AM Coffee Hour and a Post -Worship Coffee 
Hour.   This is a great time to meet new people and to check up on old friends.   Unbelievably, 

we have "Coffee Gnomes and Cookie Elves" that arrive early each Sunday morning and make 

coffee and put out goodies for the rest of us to enjoy.  

Each and every week we need early helpers and later helpers.   If you can be a helper, please 

see the white board in the lower hallway of the Education Building adjacent to the first floor 
Women's Restroom.    You can pick a Sunday and put your name on the calendar.   It is best 

when we have at least two volunteers.   It is very easy, and directions are posted in a plastic 
sleeve.    Before the service begins, you lay out a tray of cookies that have been provided by 
other "cookie elves".   During the Benediction, you leave early and put the cookies out as well 

as iced tea and lemonade that has already been prepared.  How easy could that be?  

Remember -  Cookies are provided.  All you have to do is make coffee, help arrange cookies, 
replenish as needed, and clean up.  We will help train you so you will feel comfortable with 

the tasks.   

We need help for both  the 9:45 AM and post -worship Coffee Hours.  If you can help, post 
your name on the white board on the appropriate day or call the church office.  You will be a 

hero and become an honorary member of the Asbury Memorial Society of Coffee Gnomes 

and Cookie Elves Extraordinaire.   Who knows where that could lead to?  

Friday, 2nd ðBirthday Party for Jesus 

At Beth Ballanceôs home 

Be at the church at 6:30 p.m.  More information to follow 
 

Wednesday, 7thðTGIY  

7:00 p.m. till 8:30 p.m. 
 

 Wednesday, 14thðTGIY  

7:00 p.m. till 8:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, 21stðTGIY 

7:00 p.m. till 8:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, 28thðTGIY  

7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

        Debbie Wright, Youth Minister 



 

Family & Friends of Members  
 

Eileen Akin, Bob Andres, Rhonda Clyatt, 

Rose Crosby, Schaefer Dean, The Carol 

Grable Family,  Archie Iodice,  Dexter John-

son, Teri Lank,  Barbara Smith, Ella Claire 

Smith, Lisa Stafford. 

 

Since it is a new year, we are starting a new 

Prayer List.  If you have a Loved One to be 
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WHEN SHADOWS FALL  

We extend our love and sympathy to Carol Craw-
ford, Richard Crawford, and Claudia and David 
Seyle in the death of  John ñDickò Crawford, who 

was a dedicated, longtime member of Asbury.  
 

We extend our love and sympathy to the family and 
friends of Corine Cave, who was a dedicated and 

longtime member of Asbury.  
 

 HONORARIUMS  

A gift has been given to the Hester Education Fund 
by Marie Winters.  

 

 MEMORIALS  

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of Jane Corbin by Joan Hester 

Byrd.  

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of Jane Corbin by James Edward 

McAleer.  

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory William Gnann by David Grice 

and John Naylor.  

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of Chris Wilburn by Laura 

Lawton.  

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of Emmeline Cooper by Laura 

Lawton.  

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of John Crawford by Mary Alice 

Garvin.  

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of John Crawford by Larry and 

Judy Ann Brown.   

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of John Crawford by Denmond 

and Margaret Exley.  

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of John Crawford by Arthur and 

Nancy McAuley.  

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in memory of John Crawford by Savannah 

Chapter National Ambucs.  

Prayer List  

 Members  

Annette Anderson, Francis Brannen, Linda 

Combs, Vicki Cronk, Chase Harrison, 

Mickey Dodge, Callie Downing, Marjorie 

Edenfield, Gay Gwinner, Edna Girard, Nell 

Hagins, Cheri Hester, Roy Hill, Mary Hinely, 

Joe Hunnicutt, Sylvester Kemp, Judith 

Kessler, Elizabeth Lariscy, Linda Luke, Janet 
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Special Funds 

One way to honor or to remember a loved one is with a memorial or an honorarium to the  

òCelebrate the Joyó (Renovation) Fund, the Piano/Organ Fund, the Hester-Children Education Fund, the 

Trustees Fund, or the General Fund.  

Newsletter Information 

If you have an announcement for òThe Asbury Update,ó please send it to the church office in writing by the 15th of 

each month. Contact Claudette DeLong, Church Secretary at 233-4351 or email to asburymumc@yahoo.com.  

Office hours are 9 AM to 2 PM, Monday thru Friday. 

Flowers in the Sanctuary 

Supplying the flower arrangements for the worship service is a wonderful way to commemorate a date 

that is important to you or a loved one.  Please check the 2009 Flower Chart in the narthex and sign up.  

The cost is $40.  For more information call the church office at 233-4351. 

Asbury Memorial 

United Methodist Church 

1008 East Henry Street 

Savannah, GA  31401-7128  

INT.ID 206896  

Office 233-4351  Fax 233 -5026  

www.asburymemorial.org 

Mission Statement: 

Asbury Memorial is a place where all people can develop their spirituality, use their 

talents, and grow in faith as we seek to love, serve, and celebrate God, each other, and 

our community. 



 

 

2008 Budget Offering 

November 30th - $5,795.16 

December 7th - $8,765.66 

December 14th - $6,282.00 

December 21st - TBA 

December 28th ð TBA 

 
                                   

Weekly Budget Needed 

$7,872.00 
 

Budget Needed to Date  

$362,600.00 
 

Received to Date  

$338,355.78 
 

Balance of the Operating Fund  

as of December 15, 2008 

$67,783.47 
 

òCelebrate the Joy!ó Fund 

(Renovation) as of  November 30, 

2008 

$441,518.14 

Worship Attendance 
 

November 30th ð 230 

December 7th ð 267 

December 14th ð 308 

Christmas Cantata ð 267 

December 21st ð TBA 

December 28th ð TBA 
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New Church Budget 

 Our 2009 Church Budget was recently approved 

by the Church Council.  The new annual budget is 

$409,335 - which is a $32,265 increase over the 2008 

Budget.  Due to our countryôs difficult economic times 

and due to the Renovation Fund for the sanctuary, the 

Finance Committee only made increases in the budget 

where they felt it  was necessary.  None of the church 

staff will receive a salary increase this year. 

 In order to make the 2009 Budget, the weekly 

Sunday offering will need to average $7,872.  Please 

make Asbury Memorial a priority in your giving so 

that it can continue to be a ñSpiritual Resourceò for 

people in 2009.  

 

Opportunity to Remember  

Janice Gantt  

We all know how much our friend Janice Gantt loved to 

help others!  To carry on her legacy, the Janice Gantt Me-

morial Scholarship Fund at Armstrong Atlantic State 

University has been started.  Since August, 2008, almost 

half of our goal of $18,000 has been raised.  Once the full 

amount is raised we will be able to begin awarding edu-

cational funding to a deserving student.  Janice would 

love the criteria set for awarding the scholarship and I am 

happy to share that information with you, so please ask. 

Check or credit card donations can be 

made to:  Janice Gantt Memorial Fund  

and mailed to:  

Armstrong Atlantic State University  

Attn: External Affairs/Laura Harris  

11935 Abercorn St.  

Savannah, GA   31419  

Please note in your memo line that you are a 

member of Asbury Memorial UMC.  If you have any 

questions, please contact me, Diana Morrison, at 912-

604-1652 or 912-920-4901, or email me at 

diana@adspecialtyservices.com.  

Thank you.  

mailto:diana@adspecialtyservices.com


 

1stï Matthew Thornton 

3rdï Wesley Harrington 

4thï Elizabeth Jackson 

5thï Rudy Caraballo 

        Mary Prokop 

        Henry Singleton 

6thï Ashley Bragg 

9thï Julia Noble 

10thï Emily Anderson 

11thï Parker Hall 

           Mary Jensen 

           Henry White 

12thï Jerry Luke 

14thï Candace Jenkins 

          Shirley Jenkins 

15thï Charles Strain 

           Phil Wagner 

16thï Robbie Jenkins 

          Kat Stewart 

           Diane Williamson 

17thï Erik Andres 

           Cheri Hester 

           Jean Hester 

19thï Nicole Hann 

           Kate Strain 

20thï Kitty Diefenbach 

           Sanford Jones 

           Nancy Neff 

21stï Mark Albee 

23rdï Ray Ellis 

           Pat Alley 

          Mike Collins 
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Food Pantry Helping Those in Need  

You are always welcome to bring canned goods or paper goods to 

help those in need of food.  Please place the items on the shelves across from 

the nametag board.  We then deliver the items to the Wesley Community 

Centers or give it to those who come by the church for food. 

January 

January  Birthdayôs Conôt 

24thï Tom Davis 

           Kevin Strong 

           Anne Allen Westbrook 

25thï John Jensen 

           Dylan Richards       

27thï KT Aull 

           Kathryn Murph 

28thï Debbie Anderson 

           Frances Brannen 

29thï Koel Strong 

31stï Rebecca Dayoub 

           Nell Hagins 

Having a Birthday?  

Let us know when!  

Sign up on the main bulletin board between the nurseries or call the of-
fice  at 233-4351.  

 

A Special Thank You 
Thank you church and God bless each and eve-

ryone that came to carol to me at Marshview 

Assisted Living Home.  It was enjoyed by all. 

Elizabeth Lariscy 

 

Bobby and I want to thank the choir members, 

both adult and children, who so lovingly gave 

of their time yesterday to go to Habersham 

House and sing for Francis.  It meant so much 

to him and us.  He told us at least 4 times within 

about 5 minute period that they were here.  Of 

course, each time he told the story, the number 

of choir members increased.   

Thanks again for the thoughtfulness and hope 

each and every one at Asbury has a blessed 

Christmas. 

In Christian Love, 

Jenny and Bobby Brannen 

 

Wednesday Night 

Suppers 

Start Back 



 

 

Sunday Morning Sched-

ule: 
9:00 a.m.N Handbell Rehearsal 

 

9:45 a.m.NGathering in Social Hall 

(Coffee, Juice & Breakfast Snacks) 
 

10:00 a.m.N -, ,˻˔ˠ˔˜ ʹˠ˦ˣ 

Announcements & Morning Prayer 

(adults, youth, & school-age children) 
 

10:10 - Children/Youth to Creative Kids 

- ̡ ˕˦˝˥ˤ ˨˒˥˔˙ ʵˇʵ6 ˼ʽ˚˧˚˟˘ ˥˙˖ ˂˦˖ˤ˥˚ˠ˟ˤ˽ 
 

10:30 - Adults into Small Groups 

- Adult Choir Practice/Greeters & Ushers 
 

11:15 a.m. - Worship Service 
 

12:30 p.m. - Coffee Hour 
 

Nursery & Childcare are available for all programs starting at 9:45 a.m. 

Nursery News  

 

Nursery Care for the 10 Oôclock 

Hour, Choir Rehearsal & WNS 

Nursery services are provided for pre-school 

children whose parents would like to attend any 

adult programs at the 10 O'clock Hour on Sun-

days. Care is also available during Choir re-

hearsal on Wednesday nights at 7pm. Care will 

also be offered for Wednesday Night Suppers.    

 

Little Lambsô 

Pre-School Bible Class 

Little Lambs is a class for preschool children 

and takes place during the 11:15 a.m. Worship 

Service.  Amy Povie, Linda Edwards, and Ellie 

Covington, will teach this class weekly in the 

pre-school nursery room. We would like to in-

vite all pre-school children aged 3 to 5 to par-

ticipate in this exciting class to learn more 

about God's love through music, drama, crafts, 

and storytelling! 

  

Nursery Care during Worship 

The Asbury Nursery provides a secure environ-

ment for children. The nursery has three class-

rooms available to care for your children while 

you attend the worship service. Classrooms are 

located in the Education Building next to the 

Social Hall.  Our nursery facilities include an 

infant room, toddler room (serving children up 

to age three) and a classroom for children three 

to five years old.  Three paid workers and two 

volunteers care for children. Children are given 

the opportunity to socialize with others and 

play with a variety of developmentally appro-

priate toys.  Books and music selections are 

available to encourage a love for God and oth-

ers.  If needed, our nursery can provide a pager 

for you so the nursery staff can contact you as 

necessary any time during the service.  

 

Childrenôs Church  

Leaders in January 
 

Grades K ð3rd  

Tom & Betsy Davis 

Subs: Ellie Covington & Cheri Hester 
 

Grades 4th ð6th  

January 4thï Debbie Anderson & Kim Smith  

January 11thï Rev.  Doug Westfall & Christine 
Murphy  

January 18th - Andrea Harrelson & K. T. Aull  

January 25thï Debbie & Evans Wright  



 

COMMUNITY AT ASBURY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHEKHINAH SPIRAL 

Shekhinah means the òfeminine face of 

God.ó  Spiral means òcircular and con-

tinually growing.  Shekhinah Spiral is a 

place for women of Asbury Memorial to 

come together and talk freely, share 

ideas and share a potluck lunch.    Shekhi-

nah Spiral meets the third Sunday of each 

month.  The next meeting will be January 

18th after the Sunday Worship Service.  

All women are invited .  
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Menõs Breakfast Group 

Every first Saturday of the month the men of 

Asbury have a delicious breakfast together at 

8:00 a.m. for a $3 donation.  We have a re-

laxed òbarbershop-like atmosphereó...telling 

some stories, jokes, and finding out whatõs 

going on in our lives and in the world.  After 

we finish, we often do some kind of service 

project - it may be tidying up the Social Hall, 

doing yard -work, or helping with some other 

project.  

We hope you will consider joining us...we 

promise that òwhatõs said at the Menõs Break-

fast stays at the Menõs Breakfast!ó 

It helps to know the number of people who 

are coming so we know how much food to 

prepare.  You can sign up on our web site 

each month.  But if you forget, please donõt 

let that stop you from coming.  Bill Oakley, Mi-

chael Edwards and Pat Prokop are always 

willing to share their pancakes.         

Prayer Groups now in the AM & PM  

Are you seeking a way to deepen your spiritual Life?  If so, Asbury Memorial has a prayer 

group that meets on Tuesdays morning at 7:00 am. The group meets to go over prayer re-

quests and stays in extended prayer and mediation for a period of 15 to 20 minutes.  The 

group ends  promptly before or at 7:30 am to allow participants to get to work.   Coffee will 

be available before and after the session.  The group is facilitated by Chris Fahey.  For more 

information call Ernie Lee at the church office at (912) 4351 or send an e -mail to asbury-

mumc@yahoo.com .  

 

New Prayer Group Forming in Evening  

Several people have expressed interest in forming an evening Prayer Group.  Beginning in 

January, the PM Prayer Circle will meet at 6:30 PM in the Busy Bee Room.  This is just before 

the Transtions Group.  The PM Prayer Group will be facilitated by Chris Fahey.   For more in-

formation call Ernie Lee at the church office at (912) 4351 or send an e -mail to asbury-

mumc@yahoo.com .  

mailto:asburymumc@yahoo.com
mailto:asburymumc@yahoo.com
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Asbury Memorial History Committee Forming 

Do you like to dig for historic information?  Do you like to read copies of old docu-
ments?  Is your favorite television program on the History Channel? If so, you may be 

the person we are looking for?  As Asbury Memorial begins its second century in 2009, 
we are looking at reviving the Asbury Memorial History Committee.  If you have an in-
terest in helping out, please contact Kathy Hodges, Barry Parker or see Ernie Lee. For 

more information, please call the church office at (912) 233 -4351 or send an e -mail to 

asburymumc@yahoo.com .  

 

Transitions Group on Thursday Nights at Asbury Memorial 

The Transitions Group is a way to share your feelings and to offer support to others that are 
also in transition.  The group meets on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM just after the PM Prayer 
Circle.  The group lasts for approximately an hour.  This is an open meeting and has no set 
agenda other than to offer community and mutual support.   Kathy Hodges, Counselor of the 
Upper School at Savannah County Day School will make be making a special presentation dur-
ing January.  For more information or to register, please call the church office at (912) 233-
4351 or send an e-mail to asburymumc@yahoo.com.  

 

News from the Berry-Specials, a New Ministry at  Asbury Memorial 

The Berry-Specials met at the home of Dale and Pam Karacostas for a Christmas Luncheon on Thursday, 

December 11, 2008.  We had over 20 in attendance.  Jan Durham presented a program on Mary the 

mother of Jesus.   Next month the Berry-Specials will meet at the church on Thursday January 15, 2009. 

Our monthly Covered Dish Lunch will begin at 11:30 AM and we will adjourn by 1:00 PM.  For reserva-

tions and directions to the luncheon, or if you need a ride or can provide a ride, please call Ernie Lee at 

the church office at (912) 4351 or send an e-mail to asburymumc@yahoo.com. 

We are considering forming an evening meeting of the Berry-Specials for in February.  If you would like 

to attend, please let Ernie Lee know by sending him an e-mail to ernie@ernielee.com.  

 

OOPS!!! 
Oops!  It seems that a few people did not receive the mailing in November that contained the 

òCommitment Pledgeó cards and the òGifts of Serviceó form.  If anyone did not receive the mailing and 

would like to receive the information, please call the church office (233-4351) and ask for Ernie Lee. 

 

Borg on St. Simonôs Island 

A number of our members will be traveling to Epworth By the Sea on St. Simonôs Island to hear Marcus 

Borg and Diana Butler Bass.  Borg will be speaking on: ñPaul for the Rest of Us: A Radical Apostle for 

an Emerging Future.ò  Bassô topic will be: ñTradition for the Rest of Us: Exploring the Past for an 

Emerging Future.ò  The sessions will be January 16-18 and the 19-21.  We have members attending both 

sessions.  Please be praying for our members as they go to this special gathering. 

mailto:asburymumc@yahoo.com
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