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Asbury Memorial United Methodist 
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Rev. Billy Hester 

1008 East Henry Street 

Savannah, GA  31401 

www.asburymemorial.org 

912-233-4351 

912-233-5026 fax 

  

Worship 

11:15 a.m. 

September Series: 

September 7th  

Remembering 

Our Story 

 

September 14th 

A New Beginning 

 

September 21st 

God Is With Us 

 

September 28th 

God Is In Us 

 

Parts of our services can 

be viewed and heard on 

our web site. 
 

The Asbury Update 
September 2008 

The First Sunday Coffee Hour will be different this month.  

Weõll celebrate our new year with a sit-down Covered Dish 

Lunch.  Bring a dish to share with others on September 7th! 

Happy New Year! 
The New Church Year Starts September 7th! 
All of our programs will be up and running on September 7th.  Weõll start a new 

format for our 10 Oõclock Hour, weõll highlight our Education Programs during 

the worship service, and weõll celebrate with a Covered Dish Lunch! 
  

New Format for 10 Oõclock Hour 
Our 10 Oõclock Hour programs will begin this year with everyone gathering in 

the Social Hall at 10:00 a.m.   Adults, youth, and school-age children are invited 

to gather together for 10 to 15 minutes for refreshments, announcements, and a 

morning prayer.  After starting the day together, the adults will remain in the 

Social Hall for their program while the children and youth go to Creative Kids.  

We hope you will benefit from this new format as we seek to build community.   
 

Living the Questions 
Questions anyone?  The Adult 10 Oõclock Study will begin a thought-

provoking series titled, òLiving the Questions.ó  The first part of the study will 

feature a DVD that will bring us some of todayõs best scholars and theologians.  

You will have the opportunity to hear from Tex Sample, Marcus Borg, Amy-Jill 

Devine, Matthew Fox, Dominic Crossan, Yvette Flunder, James Forbes...among 

others. Their comments will be insightful, encouraging, and sometimes shocking 

as they seek to bring us an exploration beyond traditions and rote theologies.  

Bring a pad and pencil, youõll want to remember and reflect on what is said.  We 

will then break into small groups for further exploration, discussion and prayer. 

 

 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES THIS MONTH 

If youôre looking for a church home, we hope you will consider joining us at 

Asbury Memorial.  Weôll have New Member Orientation Classes after worship 

on September 21 & 28.  Lunch is provided.  The class is invited to join the 

church during the worship service on October 5th.  If youôd like to participate, 

please contact Rev. Hester at bghester3@comcast.net or call the church office.  



 

Nursery News 
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Nursery Care during the 10 oôclock Hour and Choir Re-

hearsal 
Nursery services are provided for pre-school children whose parents would like to attend any adult programs at the 

10 o'clock hour on Sundays. Also available is care during Choir rehearsal on Wednesday nights beginning at 7pm. 

Care will also be offered when Wednesday Night Suppers begin in October. 

  

Changes in the Little Lambsô Pre-School Bible Class 
The first Little Lambs' class of the new church year will be on Sunday, September 7 from 11:15 to 11:45 during the 

morning worship service. Amy Povie, Linda Edwards, Ellie Covington, and Kym McCarty will teach this class weekly in 

the pre-school nursery room. We would like to invite all pre-school children aged 3 to 5 to participate in this exciting 

class to learn more about God's love through music, drama, crafts, and storytelling. All are welcome!  

 

As the new church year begins, please consider becoming a nursery volunteer to assist with care taking 

and nurturing pre-school children during the morning worship service. Volunteers are needed! If you 

enjoy rocking babies and interacting with pre-school children, please consider this opportunity for ser-

vice at Asbury. Contact Amy Povie at apovie@comcast.net or by phone at 352-8102 for more informa-

tion. 

Linda Edwards and Amy Povie would like to thank the dedicated nursery volunteers currently serving 

the pre-school children of Asbury. They are: 

Amy Povie   Michele Brannen   Rena Howell            

Stephanie Clegg   Kate Strain    Suzanne Cooler 

Jean Young   Ellie Covington   Marie Parker  

Linda Edwards    Phil Devlin     Jenifer Hall 

Kathy Oakley   Kate Devlin           Dawn Bosche' 

 

 Nursery Care during the Worship Service        

The Asbury Nursery provides a secure environment for children. The nursery has three classrooms avail-

able to care for your children while you attend the worship service. Classrooms are located in the educa-

tion building next to the social hall. Our nursery facilities include an infant room, toddler room (serving 

children up to age three) and a classroom for children three to five years old. Three paid workers and 

two volunteers care for children. Children are given the opportunity to socialize with others and play 

with a variety of developmentally appropriate toys. Books and music selections are available to encour-

age a love for God and others.  

If needed, our nursery can provide a pager for you so the nursery staff can contact you as necessary any 

time during the service.  



 

Family & Friends of Members  

Bob Andres, Gary Bebusk, Elsie Boschen, Bar-
bara Bower, Alex Cann, Mary Cann, Anne 
Marie Chandler, R. Justin Chandler, Phyllis 
Chappell, Dan Coe,  Rose Crosby, Jim Cun-
ningham, Quintina Davis, Jeff Davey, Erica 
Dyal, Jean Ferraro, Lois Flanagan, Francis 
Fordham, Margaret Gammon, James Garvin, 
Rick Gilbert, Richard Grice, Grace Hester, 
Jerry Hill,  Willilou Hooper, Lottie Huff, Judy 
Hughes, Marion Humphrey, Archie Iodice, Alli-
son Lee, Bernie Lopinski, Jimmy Lord, Annette 
H. Jenkins, Daniel Jenkins, Matt Jenkins, Bill 
Kellard, Lawrence Manker, Jr., Scott McCoy, 
Maurice Miller, Helen Murray, David Pam-
plona, Justin Pernell & Family, Joan Poppell, 
Tim Powers, David Pugh, Lee Riggs, Barbara 
Roth,  Marcia Roth, Ann Sires, Tina Smith, 
Sharon Soule, Shannon Taylor, Jimmy 
Whitlock, Rob Williams, Donna Youngblood  
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WHEN SHADOWS FALL  
 

We extend our love and sympathy to Eric & JoAnna 
Anderson and family in the death of Ericôs grand-
mother, Elizabeth Sharp.  
 

We extend our love and sympathy to Jennie 
Wilburn and the Wilburn family in the death of 
Jennieôs grandfather, Dit Wilburn. 
 

We extend our love and sympathy to L.A. Lanier 
and family in the death of L.A.ôs sister, Martha 
Summerlin.  
 

We extend our love and sympathy to the family and 
friends of Asbury member, Steve Prewitt.  
 

We extend our love and sympathy to Tracy Maxwell 
and family in the death of Tracyôs grandmother, 
Bonnell Hamby.  
 

We extend our love and sympathy to Mary and Ren 
Pulwarty and family in the death of Renôs brother, 
Herman and sister, Yashti.  
 

We extend our love and sympathy to Danny Beam 
and the Beam family in the death of Dannyôs 
mother, Dorothy Ramsey Beam.  

 

 HONORARIUMS  
 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in honor of Al Andresô birthday by Jack and 

Ragan Levine. 
  

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in honor of Al Andresô birthday by Erik and 

April Andres.  
 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
Fund in honor of Mark and Colleen Forehand by 

Louise and Harry Forehand.  

 

Prayer List  

 

 Members  

Annette Anderson, Al Andres, Francis Brannen, 
Jean Butcher, Bob Carlyle, Stephanie Clegg, 
Corine Cave, Linda Combs, Janet Dixon, 
Mickey Dodge, Marjorie Edenfield, Colleen 
Forehand, Gay Gwinner, Edna Girard, Judy 
Graham, Nell Hagins, Mary Hinely, Preston 
Hodges, Joe Hunnicutt, Judith Kessler, Carol 
Klein, Elizabeth Lariscy, Linda Luke, Janet 
Mayne, Jean Stewart, Becca Terrett, Harold 
Wiley, Diane Williamson, Linnie Youngblood.  



 

 

Non Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit #133 

Savannah, GA 
 

Special Funds 

One way to honor or to remember a loved one is with a memorial or an honorarium to the  

òCelebrate the Joyó (Renovation) Fund, the Piano/Organ Fund, the Hester-Children Education Fund, the 

Trustees Fund, or the General Fund.  

Newsletter Information 

If you have an announcement for òThe Asbury Update,ó please send it to the church office in writing by the 15th of 

each month. Contact Claudette DeLong, Program Secretary at 233-4351 or email to asburymumc@yahoo.com.  

Office hours are 9 AM to 2 PM, Monday thru Friday. 

Flowers in the Sanctuary 

Supplying the flower arrangements for the worship service is a wonderful way to commemorate a date 

that is important to you or a loved one.  Please check the 2008 Flower Chart in the narthex and sign up.  

The cost is $35.  For more information call the church office at 233-4351. 

Asbury Memorial 

United Methodist Church 

1008 East Henry Street 

Savannah, GA  31401-7128  

INT.ID 206896  

Office 233-4351  Fax 233 -5026  

www.asburymemorial.org 

Mission Statement: 

Asbury Memorial is a place where all people can develop their spirituality, use their 

talents, and grow in faith as we seek to love, serve, and celebrate God, each other, and 

our community. 



 

 

2008 Budget Offering 

July 27 - $4,734.00 

August 3 - $6,509.00 

August 10- $4,357.00 

August 17- $5,769.00 

August 24ð $6,460.00 

August 31ð TBA 
                                   

Weekly Budget Needed 

$7,252.00 
 

Budget Needed to Date  

$246,568.00 
 

Received to Date  

$226,250.00 
 

Balance of the Operating Fund  

as of August 25, 2008 

$89,170.20 
 

òCelebrate the Joy!ó Fund 

(Renovation) as of  July 31, 2008 

$374,908.43 

 

 

Worship Attendance 
 

August 3 ð 297 

August 10 ð 317 

August 17 ð 314 

August 24 ð 327 

August 31 ð TBA 
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Memorial Service for Steve Prewitt 

There will be a Memorial Service for Steve Prewitt 
on Sunday evening, September 21, at Asbury.  

Steve was very active in community theatre and 
was known for his beautiful tenor voice.  Friends 

and cast members will be sharing their memories of 
Steve and singing some of his favorite songs. 

MEMORIALS  

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
fund in memory of Emmeline Cooper by Joe and 

Sue Ward. 
 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
fund in memory of Carolyn Smith by Tommy, 

Marty and Elizabeth Harrison.  
 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
fund in memory of Emmeline Cooper by Dr. and 

Mrs.  Keith Dimond.  
 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
fund in memory of Tristan Linthicum by Gay 

and Maurice Gwinner.  
 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
fund in memory of Joe Clifford Abernathy, Tracy 
Waldenôs father, by Gay and Maurice Gwinner. 

 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
fund in memory of Carolyn Smith by Gay and 

Maurice Gwinner.  
 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
fund in memory of Bill Fritts, Jean Stewartôs 

brother, by Gay and Maurice Gwinner.  
 

A gift has been given to the ñCelebrate the Joyò 
fund in memory of Dit Wilburn, Jenny Wilburnôs 

grandfather, by Gay and Maurice Gwinner.  
 

A gift has been given to the ñPiano Fundò in 
memory of Steve Prewitt by Gay and Maurice 

Gwinner.  



 

1stï Pamela Daring 

       Jason Keith 

3rdï Alexis Bolinger 

          Bill Nicholson 

          Andy Paul 

4thï Barry Helmey 

        Laura Rodriguez 

        Dave Morgan 

5thï Kelly Beaver 

         Johnny Foster 

         Paula Hunt 

         Lily Stephens 

6thï Sherry Moore 

7th- Skyler Gurley 

        Marianne Sweers 

8thï Sharon Prescott 

9thï Bo Crowder 

         Jessica Herzog 

10thï Tiia Strong 

11thï Madeline Kelso 

12thï Mike Fogarty 

           Debbie Lane 

13thï Brittany Thornton  

14thï Kim Albee 

           Linda Luke  

           David Shackley 

           Janet Wheatley 

15thï Nell Brennan 

           Amy Jenkins 

           Carol Klein  

16thï Maggie Devlin 

          Jean Doliber 

17thï Marilyn Leigh  

          Jennifer Lindsey 
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In support of adult literacy in our community, everyone is invited to:  

  òAN EVENING OF JAZZ ON THE RIVERó  

on Sunday, September  7th  from 5:00 to 7 :30 at the Marriott on the River 

Please contact Kathy Oakley @ 898-1900 or Royce Learning Center @ 354-

4047 for information or tickets 

SEPTEMBER 

September Birthdayôs Conôt 

17thï Greg Martin  

18thï James Cunningham 

          Martha Hicks Ellzey 

19thï Colin Fogarty 

21stï Corine Cave 

           Vivian Fleming 

           Sarah Povie 

           Jeri Sires 

22ndï Pat Ciccodicola 

24thï Roy Hill  

35thï Emma Alley 

           Josh DeLong 

26thï Dot Whitlock  

27thï Zachary Brannen 

           Stephanie Clegg 

           Doug Povie 

           Mattie Wheatley 

29thï Betsy Davis  

Having a Birthday?  

Let us know when!  

Sign up on the main bulletin 
board between the nurseries 
or call the office  at 233-
4351.  

 

Tonya, Transition, Thanks!! 
     Many of you have already heard that our 

Administrative Secretary, Tonya Hillis, will be 

leaving us.  Tonya has been offered a job that 

is a great opportunity for her and her family.  

We are excited about her new venture, and we 

thank her for all that she s done for us. 

Words can t express how wonderful it has 

been to have Tonya as part of the Asbury staff.  

As many of you know, Tonya has remarkable 

office skills to go along with a great sense of 

humor and personality.  She came on board at 

a time when the church was starting to grow 

and needing to take some major steps.  She 

was the perfect person to help us in these 

years of transition and has been an integral 

part of our growth and success. 

      Here s the good news!  Tonya and her hus-

band, Jay, and their son, Chase, are coming to 

Asbury to be part of our faith community.  In 

fact, Tonya and Jay have already been to choir 

practice!  So although we ll miss Tonya being 

in the office everyday, we re looking forward to 

having her and her family be part of the Asbury 

community .and we don t have to say, 

Goodbye . 

      Although Tonya s new job is a great oppor-

tunity for her, please keep her and her family in 

your prayers because times of transition are 

always challenging.  We send our prayers and 

blessings to Tonya in her new occupation, and 

express our excitement about her new journey 

as part of the Asbury faith community. 



 

 

DO I HAVE A DEAL FOR YOU!!!    

Have  you  ever dreamed of singing  and 
praising God with a fun group of people? 
WELL, DO I HAVE A DEAL FOR YOU!!!   Choir 
rehearsal is every Wednesday at 7:00 PM.   

The only  requirement we have is the 
ability to laugh and be FLEXIBLE.   You 

need  not have  any knowledge of music -  
only  the desire to sing praises to God 

and laugh.  This is going to be an excit-
ing year!   We will be starting on the God 
on Broadway Music right off the bat, so 

come and join us!  

Ray   
 

Creative Kids 

All school-age children and youth are invited to partici-

pate in our unique program of interactive learning 

through the arts.  Children and youth are to meet in the 

Social Hall at 10:00 a.m. for our ñgathering time.ò  At 

10:15, they will go and experience faith stories through 

drama, art, movement, music, or puppetry. 

Sunday Morning 

Schedule: 
9:00 a.m.N Handbell Rehearsal 

 

10:00 a.m.N Gathering in Social Hall 

(adults, youth, & school-age children) 
 

10:15 - Children/Youth to Creative Kids 

- ̡ ˕˦˝˥ˤ ˨˒˥˔˙ ˼ʽ˚˧˚˟˘ ˥˙˖ ˂˦˖ˤ˥˚ˠ˟ˤ˽ 
 

10:30 - Adults into small groups 

- Adult Choir Practice 
 

11:15 a.m. - Worship Service 
 

Nursery & Childcare are available for all programs starting at 10:00 

a.m. 

 

We Need You 

We are growing and we are getting more and 

more children.  We need your help.  Our chil-

dren and youth need your help. 

After church on September 14th, we will have a 

meeting to explain our needs and to help edu-

cate volunteers in how to help.  For instance, 

did you know that you donôt have to create a 

lesson to lead Childrenôs Church...we already 

have a wonderful curriculum called ñThe 

Whole People of God.ò  Did you know we need 

people to walk the halls and make sure all of 

our children get to their classrooms safely? 

Please come and find out how you can help.  

We will have pizza or sandwiches for a light 

lunch as we meet and discuss how we can get 

more adults involved in our Nursery, Little 

Lambs, Rover Ministry, Creative Kids Pro-

gram, Childrenôs Church, G-Force, Children 

and Youth Choirs, and our Youth Program. 

Please consider getting involved.       

 

Childrenôs Church  

Leaders in September 
 

Grades K ð3rd  

Tom & Betsy Davis 

Subs: Ellie Covington & Cheri Hester 
 

Grades 4th ð6th  

September 7thï Kim Smith & Cheri Hester  

September 14thï Cathie Jorgenson & Debra 
Skinner 

September 21st - Phil & Suzanne Devlin 

September 28thï Debbie Wright & Cheri Hester  

 

 



 

SHEKHINAH SPIRAL 

Shekhinah is a Hebrew word that means 

òthe feminine face of God.ó  Shekhinah Spi-

ral is a womenõs group that meets every 

third Sunday of the month.  Women are 

invited to bring a potluck lunch to share af-

ter the worship service.  The group some-

times studies a book or has general discus-

sion about faith issues and whatõs happen-

ing in their lives.  The group always wel-

comes new participants.  They would love 

for you to break bread with them and share 

in the discussion.  If you have questions, 

please contact the church office or Kathy 

Hodges, who is the groupõs facilitator. 
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Menõs Breakfast Group 

Every first Saturday of the month the men of 

Asbury have a delicious breakfast together at 

8:00 a.m. for a $3 donation.  We have a relaxed 

òbarbershop-like atmosphereó...telling some 

stories, jokes, and finding out whatõs going on 

in our lives and in the world.  After we finish, 

we often do some kind of service project - it 

may be tidying up the Social Hall, doing yard-

work, or helping with some other project. 

We hope you will consider joining us...we 

promise that òwhatõs said at the Menõs Break-

fast stays at the Menõs Breakfast!ó 

It helps to know the number of people who are 

coming so we know how much food to prepare.  

You can sign up on our web site each month.  

But if you forget, please donõt let that stop you 

from coming.  Bill Oakley, Michael Edwards 

and Pat Prokop are always willing to share 

their pancakes.         

TGIY Times 
 

Thank God Itôs Youth 
 

Wednesday, September 3rd  ñ NO TGIY       Sunday, September14thñParent Meeting  

  No Program          Following church there will be a Parent  Meeting 

            to discuss Big Stuf 2009 and  Christmas Tree 

Wednesday, September 10thñTGIY        Fundraiserñshould not be more than 30 minutes          

 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.   

              

Wednesday, September 17thñTGIY                 

 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m      

    

Wednesday, September 17thñTGIY 

           7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.       

     Debbie Wright, Youth Minister 

     


