
 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you missed that beautiful opportunity to place your contribution in the offering plate on Sunday mornings? 
Well, have we got options for you!  We have multiple ways for you to continue your support of Asbury Memorial 
and have listed them below. Thank you for your gifts!  

  

 Mail:  

 Mail your contribution by check to: 
 Asbury Memorial Church 
 1008 East Henry Street 
 Savannah, GA 31401 

  

 Website: 
 Log on to our website: www.AsburyMemorial.org 

 

 Click on   
  

 Complete the form as directed.   

 You can set it up to be a recurring donation!  

 

Text Giving:  
  From your mobile phone:    

  Send your contribution amount to 912-307-3206 

  Donate anytime, anywhere 

  Use easy debit/credit card registration 

  Make a one-time gift or set it up to be recurring  
 

 Church Office: 

 Call the church office at 912.233.4351 

 

Both our Finance Chair and Stewardship Chair would also want to remind you, 
 “It is NEVER too late to make and pay a pledge!” 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbdOQwgUxA8wXPUImrHfFH4WXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx5oSc-kf32JYX5iK1yXYPzM=&ver=3


 

Study Groups & Fellowship Groups 
 

Asbury Memorial offers a wide variety of study and fellowship groups. 

We are excited about the rich and varied opportunities for adult study and fellowship, some via Zoom.  We hope that you will 

join in one or more of the programs.  

 
 
 

Wisdom Seekers  
Facilitator: Margaret Clay 

Mondays, 1:30—3 pm 
 

New book study to be selected in early January. Any questions about the group or the book  
email Margaret Clay at margaretclay@comcast.net.  Zoom Meeting ID: 864 8291 0310, Passcode: Asbury 

 
 
 
 

Men Friends 

Men’s Group for Asbury Memorial and Wesley Oak  

Facilitator: Gregg Walther 

Thursdays, 7:00pm—8:30pm 
 

The Thursday night Men's Group welcome all men to join us for an evening of discussion and fellowship. We talk about topics 

suggested by our members, recently 'Christian nationalism' and the state of the Christian Church in general has sparked much  

discussion. What's on your mind? Should you have any questions please contact Gregg Walther at gdw0517@gmail.com. The 

Men's Group meets Thursdays from 7:00-8:30 via Zoom and welcomes all men. If you're looking for a way to connect, make new 

friends and participate in some fascinating discussions, all from the comfort of home, give us a try. We have a great time, come 

join us!  Zoom meeting ID: 844 3633 5506, passcode: Asbury. 

 
 
 

A Course in Miracles             

Facilitator:  Rev. Marilyn Leigh  

Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:30 pm 

 

The Course in Miracles study group is dedicated to the study and practical application of A Course in Miracles to our daily lives.  

Our group allows the Course to guide us in becoming and expressing the Love that is the truth about us. It teaches the true  

meaning of forgiveness and challenges us to put God first in our lives.  

If you are interested, contact Rev. Marilyn Leigh at revleigh@yahoo.com. 

mailto:margaretclay@comcast.net
mailto:gdw0517@gmail.com
mailto:revleigh@yahoo.com


 

 

Greetings,  Asburians! 

As our ability to interact in person may be 

limited, we need to remember that we are not alone: that we are still a vibrant faith  

community and God is present in the  

messiness of our lives to love us, lead us and witness our daily strife and pleasures. 
 

Stay connected and some comforting  

resources via our website. 
 

 

Worship on Sundays 

Join us on Sunday mornings at 11:15 AM for in-person worship with relaxed worship  

guidelines. We ask that you register your  

attendance at the door. Online services may also be accessed from our website. 

www.AsburyMemorial.org 



  

W H EN SH A D O W S F A LL  
 
 

The members of Asbury Memorial extend our love and sympathy to:  

Margaret Clay in the passing of her mother, and Asburian, Anita Clay 

Amy Jenkins and Payton & David Harn in the passing of their Aunt/Great-Aunt, Sheila Odom Jenkins 

Amy Jenkins and Payton & David Harn in the passing of their Great-Aunt, Cora Herndon 

Val Utsey in the passing of her husband, and Asburian, Jim Utsey 

 

 

H O NO RA RI U M S  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A gift has been given to the Asbury Memorial Theatre Fund in 

honor of  

Gordon Baker & Tom Lewis marriage by 

David Manderson 

 

A gift has been given to the General Fund in honor of  

Kim & Steve Johnson by 

Gloria  Moses 

 

A gift has been given to the General Fund in honor of  

Cheri & Billy Hester & Family by 

Gloria  Moses 

 

A gift has been given to the General Fund in honor of  

Wesley Oak Church by 

Gloria  Moses 

 

A gift has been given to the Stephen Ministries Fund in honor of  

Sandra Katz by 

Gloria  Moses 

A gift has been given to the Music Fund in honor of  

Joan Byrd by 

Gloria  Moses 

 

 

A gift has been given to the General Fund in honor of  

Betty Hunter by 

Gloria  Moses 

 

A gift has been given to the General Fund in honor of  

Jason Zimmer & August Alderman by 

Gloria  Moses 

 

A gift has been given to the General Fund in honor of  

The birth of Anson Augustus Bradt by 

Mary Alice Garvin 

 

A gift has been given to the Properties Fund in honor of  

Virginia Holliday’s 99th birthday by 

Joan Byrd 



 

A gift has been given to the Properties Fund in memory of  

Harry Hoecherl by  

Sally Jilek 

 

A gift has been given to the Properties Fund in memory of  

Chris Fahey by  

Sally Jilek 

 

A gift has been given to the Properties Fund in memory of  

Chris Wilburn by  

Angelle & Charles Reichert 

 

Gifts have been given to the Properties Fund in  memory of  

Janet Arango by  

Bob & Mickie Townsend 

Joan Byrd 

 

Gifts have been given to the Properties Fund in  memory of  

Anita Clay by  

Jennifer Lindsay 

Joan Byrd 

Judy Jones 

 

A gift has been given to the General Fund in memory of  

My beloved sisters, June Rogers Luster &  

Bobbye Rogers Moelich by  

Gloria Moses 

 

 

 

 

A gift has been given to the Properties Fund in memory of  

Kenny & Jason Lewis by  

Sally Jilek 

 

A gift has been given to the Properties Fund in memory of  

Rev. Dr. Bob Herrington by  

Joan Byrd 

 

A gift has been given to the Properties Fund in memory of  

Dorothy Allen by  

Joan Byrd 

 

Gifts have been given to the Properties Fund in  memory of  

Lindsay Jahn Kessler by  

Sally Jilek 

Joan Byrd 

 

A gift has been given to the Pet Memorial Fund in memory of  

Wendy & Pat Ciccodicola’s companion & precious, “Katie” by  

Gloria  Moses 

 

 

A gift has been given to the JUST Fund in memory of  

Sanford Jones by  

Brighter Day 

 

 

 

M EM O RI A LS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Elizabeth Lariscy 

A Southern Lady 

By R. Ward Lariscy 

In Loving Memory 

of 

Dix Elliott 

 

 

Chair Name Plate 
 

As we worship on Sundays, how meaningful it is to 

see the name of a loved one etched into a 

nameplate on one of our beautiful sanctuary chairs.  

If you would like to remember or honor a loved one 

in a special way, complete an order form and turn it 

into the church office.  Forms are available in the 

church narthex and the office.  Please turn in a 

completed form to the office. 

  The cost is $250.00. The funds are used for the 

upkeep and maintenance of the sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

(Two examples of nameplates for the chairs.) 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 
 
 

Asburians 
 

DiAnne Amerson, Ann Anderson, Tim Barnes,  

Fay Carroll, Sheri Coffey, Dina Consentino,  

Margaret Cook-Levy, Gretchen Dodd, Jan Durham, 

Sam Durham, Katie Farmer, Bob Francischetti,  

Sherry Giddens, Sandy Golden, Ellie Gonye,  

Gerry Harman, Chase Harrison, Trish Haverkamp,  

Roy Hill, Dale Karacostas, Zoey Kaar, Judith Kessler,  

Rev. Marilyn Leigh, Jack Lewis, Kelly Limehouse,  

Marion Manigo, Brenda Mills, Virginia Moryadas, 

Dan Nelson, Marie Parker, Pam Parker Kress, 

Frank Ramsey, Cabell Stewart, 

Pat Vitkus, Henry White, Judy Wilburn, 

Diane Williamson, Peggy Zeigler 

 
 

Family Members & Friends 
 

 

Lisa Brown, Karen Browning, Max Clements,  

Collie Collins, Jennifer Despres Corey,  

Linda Cowart, Sara Driggers, 

Todd & Yolanda Eklund, Priscilla Hearn, Elvis Key, 

Lynette Jones, Walt Kress, Sue Leonard, 

Anna Lewis, Shirley Long, Fredia Peggs, 

Brianna Reeves, Jane Robinson, Lisa Swain, 

Neola Waller 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Budget 

As of November 2022 
 

YTD Budgeted GOAL   $720,630 
 

Actual Year-To-Date Expenses  $632,764 

Actual Year-To-Date Contributions   $584,980 

Ahead/Behind             $-90,086 

 

Average Worship Attendance  269 

(in person 133, online 134) 



 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Goodness crown the year! 
 

There is justice, and mercy, and lots of love to go around in a myriad of 

ways.  Shall we take a moment to look around and give thanks for such 

goings on!  The avenues of goodness move out of our worship onto the 

lanes of JUST and Stephen Ministers and SMART Recovery and Laity 

serving one another and Pastoral Care and  Hospitality Area and small 

groups and learning events and Angell Youth Group and Godly Play and 

the daily witness of the children of God…on and onward.  The psalmist 

was right as we seek to live out the life of Christ in the world today. 

“Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices.” 

WESLEY OAK LEAF  
January 2023 



 

 

WORDS OF WISDOM FOR EPIPHANY & 2023 
 

“At the center of the Universe is a loving heart that continues to beat and that wants the best for every person. Anything that we can do to help 

foster the intellect and spirit and emotional growth of our fellow human beings, that is our job. Those of us who have this particular vision must 

continue against all odds. Life is for service”   

― Fred Rogers 

 

“Dare to love and to be a real friend. The love you give and receive is a reality that will lead you closer and closer to God as well as those whom 

God has given you to love”    

― Henri J.M. Nouwen 

 

True love is delicate and kind, full of gentle perception and understanding, full of beauty and grace, full of joy unutterable. There should be some 

flavor of this in all our love for others. We are all one. We are one flesh in the Mystical Body as man and woman are said to be one flesh in 

marriage. With such a love, one would see all things new; we would begin to see people as they really are, as God sees them." 

 — Dorothy Day 1897-1980 

 
APPRECIATION 

THANK YOU to all who helped prepare for Advent and Christmas from the Hanging of the Greens, the Chrismon Tree and poinsettias, 

the setting up/painting of the outdoor manger scene, participating in worship and Godly Play, and sharing special events during the 

season.  Thank you to Jennifer Lindsay for the special personalized snow people!  Thank you to Carolyn Ingram for the lace ornaments 

prepared for our homes.  “God rest ye merry gentle people!” 

 

 

 
COME JOIN US IN THE WESLEY OAK CHANCEL CHOIR!   

We meet on Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. to learn the song for the 9:30 a.m. service.  We would love to have you and your voice added to 

our number! 

 

There is no pressure or obligation. It is okay if you can’t read music, or in you have never sung in a choir before.  There is a place in this 

choir for everyone to make a joyful noise before the Lord! 

 

Please text or call J.J. Collins at 410-808-1110 with any questions. 



 

COLOR ON THE DAY OF EPIPHANY  
 

 
 

Carol of the Epiphany 
I sought him dressed in finest clothes,  

where money talks and status grows; 

but power and wealth he never chose;  

It seemed he lived in poverty. 

I sought him in the safest place,  

remote from crime or cheap disgrace; 

but safety never knew his face; It seemed he lived in jeopardy. 

I sought him where the spotlights glare, where,  

crowds collect and critics stare; but no one knew his presence there;  

It seemed he lived in obscurity. 

Then, in the streets, we heard the word that seemed,  

for all the world, absurd; 

That those who could no gifts afford were entertaining Christ the Lord.  

And so, distinct from all we’d planned, among the poorest of the land,  

we did what few might understand:  

We touched God in a baby’s hand.           
by John Bell 



 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

 

Rejoice always, pray constantly…   I Thessalonians 

Prayer request cards are found on the back of the pews. Place in the offering plate! 
 

 

Shirley White,   Bernie Morrison,   Jane Rollins,   Charlie Coursey,   Collie Collins, PC’s Dad,    Lily Warmkessel 

Mary Ann and Walter Parker,    Bubba Hughes,    Fitz Kincade,    People of Ukraine,   Pat Howe Family of David Tammen 

Kacey Mayes, nephew of Tracy and Monty Osborn,   Cheryl Hessel,   Dan Kerrick,   Unspoken need for healing Gloria Moses  

McCarthy family, neighbors of Carolyn Ingram,   Sydjea Trice,   Michael McDaniel,   Jack Donker 

George and Barba Irvin,   Eddie Aenchbacher,   Fran and Arlene Moore,   Jimuel Gray and family Andrew Brown 

William Cooey,   Magaly O’Donnell,   Zoe Simpson,   Martha Aenchbacher,   Bonnie Trammell,   Julius and Mary Cooey  

Forsyth Famer’s Market UMC Worldwide, 

Vickie Hudson address for mail: C/O Southern Manor Retirement Inn, 

1532 Fair Road, Room 13, Statesboro, Georgia, 30458 

 

O THOU WHO CAMEST FROM ABOVE 
 

O thou who camest from above, the pure celestial fire to impart, 

Kindle a flame of sacred love on the mean altar of my heart. 

 

There let it for thy glory burn with inextinguishable blaze 

And trembling to its source return in humble prayer, and fervent praise. 

 

Jesus, confirm my heart's desire to work, and speak, and think for thee 

Still let me guard the holy fire, and still stir up thy gift in me. 

 

Ready for all thy perfect will, my acts of faith and love repeat, 

Till death thy endless mercies seal and make my sacrifice complete. 

                                                                                             Charles Wesley 1707-1788 

 

A few years back, Mary Frances Karls sang the hymn above for worship at Wesley Oak. She would then sing it for us again for a 

few years after to remind us in the new year of the “flame of sacred love” and how it dwells on the valued altar of our hearts. 

Thank you, Mary Frances for using your talent to witness to us through Charles Wesley’s hymn, of the Christ who brings the 

“pure celestial fire to impart.” May the words inspire us in the days of the new year.  



 

THUNDERBOLT COMPOST PILOT 

3124 EAST VICTORY DRIVE 

WESLEY OAK COMMUNITY GARDEN SPACE 

 

SIGN UP AT compost.com and begin actively caring for the earth through collecting 

food waste that will get it out of landfill and sewage drains to help filter/conserve  

water, decrease/remediate chemicals, decrease greenhouse gases, sequester carbon, 

and replenish growing medium for our food cycle.  Free drop off station in the garden 

by the Joy Cottage!   

  
 

PASTORAL CONCERNS 

If there is a concern, and you need to speak with Reverend Drake during the week, 

please call the church office, 352-0844, or 656-1974. 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Reverend Lynn Drake, Pastor                                                                                                                                                      

JJ Collins, Director of Music                                                                                                                                                   

PC Collins, Property and Administrative Assistant 

Wesley Oak Church                                                                                                                                                               

3124 East Victory Drive Thunderbolt, GA 31404    912-352-0844                                                                   

Email: wesleyoak@asburymemorial.org 

NEW EMAIL INFORMATION FOR OUR CHURCH AND CHURCH STAFF 

Wesley Oak email address:  wesleyoak@asburymemorial.org 

PC Collins, Church Administrator, will receive all emails to the church and will pass 

vital information on to staff and to the congregation. To email Reverend Drake:  

lynnadrake@gmail.com 

mailto:lynnadrake@gmail.com
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Special Funds 

One way to honor or to remember a loved one is with a memorial or an honorarium to some of our   

different funds such as the Properties Fund, General Fund, Piano/Organ Fund, Family & Children’s        

Ministries Fund, Youth Ministry Fund, Laura Angell Scholarship Fund, Pet Memorial Fund or one of our 

Mission Funds.   

Newsletter Information 

If you have an announcement for “The Asbury Update,” please send it to the church office in writing by the 15th of 

each month. Contact Claudette DeLong, Office Manager at 233-4351 or email to church@asburymemorial.org 

Office hours are 9 AM to 4 PM, Monday thru Thursday. 

Flowers in the Sanctuary 

Supplying the flower arrangements for the worship service is a wonderful way to commemorate a date 

that is important to you or a loved one.  Please check the Flower Chart in the narthex and sign up.  The 

cost is $60.  For more information call the church office at 233-4351. 

Asbury Memorial 

Church 

1008 East Henry Street 

Savannah, GA  31401-7128 

INT.ID 206896 

Office 233-4351  Fax 233-5026 

www.asburymemorial.org 

 

Return Service Requested 

Mission Statement:  

Asbury Memorial is a place where all people can develop their spirituality, use their 
talents, and grow in faith as we seek to love, serve, and celebrate God, each other, and 
our community. 


