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VBS Is Coming: What to Expect

Vacation Bible School is just around the corner, and we are excited to welcome children for this year’s Snowball Mountain
Challenge. It will be a fun and meaningful week filled with music, storytelling, crafts, games, and opportunities to grow in
faith, kindness, and commonity.

VBS is a place where kids can be themselves, feel included, and experience the joy of belonging. It is also something our whole
church helps bring to life.

We are currently looking for volunteers to help make this week special. Whether you enjoy working with children or prefer to
help behind the scenes, there is a place for you. Your time and care can make a (asting difference.

V8BS will take place June | through June S. If you would like to be part of this special week, please sign up here:
https://asburymemorial.mycokesburyvbs.com/register-volunteer

We hope you will join us as we come together to create a week full of joy, connection, and faith.
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wwir fhesents JUST PRESENTS

An afternoon conversation with the
elders who made history,
e A
LA | \L '_ g st V.

Six Triple Elght

LIVING HISTORY PANEL: OUR CIVIL
RIGHTS HERITAGE

INTRODUCTION BY DR. OTIS JOHNSON
MODERATED BY REV. DIANE WILLIAMS
FEATURING: REP. EDNA JACKSON, ELDER JESSIE DELOACH,
AND SPECIAL GUESTS

WIAY 3, 20626, 3:30-5:00 PN

ST. PHILIP AME CHURCH

613 MLK JR. BLVD, SAVANNAH,
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FREE OF CHARGE
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Growing Hope Together: Green Team Update

May is a beautiful reminder that new life is all around
us. Flowers are blooming, trees are full again, and the
days feel a little brighter. It is the perfect fime to pause
and remember that caring for creafion is not just
something we do once a year. It is a caling we live ouf
together.

The Green Team continues to look for ways our church
can be a qood steward of the earth, in both big and
small ways. Whether it is reducing waste, being mindful
of our energy use, or simply appreciafing the beauty
around us, each step matters. When we care for
oreation, we are living out our faith in a very real and
tangible way.

This past month included a wonderful example of that
spirit i action. Our youth group fook a frip fo Tybee
lsland for a lifter pickup, spending fime caring for the
4. shoreline while enjoying fellowship.

MONDAY,
MAY 4, 2026
7-8 PM

CONNEXION CHURCH

5411 SKIDAWAY ROAD
SAVANNAH

FEATURING

DR. DIONNE
HOSKINS-BROWN
AND
MR. ROGER MOSS

The Green Team and congregation  extend  our
heartfelt thanks fo the youth for their dedication,
care, and willingness to lead by example in caring for
our shared environment.

Many of you also joined in community efforts o spend
fime oufdoors and care for our shared spaces. From
picking up litter fo gathering in the park, these
moments remind us that even small acts can make-a
meaningful difference when we come fogether:

As we move info May, we invite you fo continue fhis
spirit of care and connection. Congider: simple. ways
you can make an impact in your daily life. Bring
reusable bags when you shop, reduce single use
plastics, plant something in your vyard or a  pot on
your porch, or fake a few minutes fo clean: up a
space In - your neighborhood. - These small  actions,
mulfiplied across our community, create lasting: change.

The Green Team is also always open fo new ideds
and new lhands. If you' have a passion for fhe
environment: or /simply want fo. get involved, we: would
love fo have you join us. “Together, we can continue
building a church community that honors and protects
the gift of creafion. Let us keep growing hope
fogether, one small act af a time.

PRESENTED BY JUSTICE UNITES
SAVANNAH TOGETHER (JUST



YOU DON'T HAVE TO WALK ALONE:
THE CARE OF STEPHEN MINISTRY

Life does not always unfold the way we expect. There are
seasons of joy and celebration, but also times of grief, stress,
illness, transition, or uncertainty. In those moments, it can be
easy to feel like we have to carry everything on our own.

But did you know you do not have to?

Stephen Ministry is a quiet but powerful presence within our
church, offering one to one, confidential care to those who are
going through a difficult time. It is built on a simple and
meaningful idea. Sometimes what we need most is someone to
truly listen and walk beside us.

A Stephen Minister is a trained member of our congregation who
meets regularly with someone needing support. They are not
there to fix problems or offer quick answers. Instead, they
provide compassionate listening, encouragement, and a steady,
caring presence. Whether you are navigating loss, dealing with
health challenges, facing a life transition, or simply feeling
overwhelmed, a Stephen Minister is there to remind you that you

are not alone.

This ministry reflects the heart of who we are as a church.
People caring for one another, showing up with love, and offering
grace in real and tangible ways. It is about creating space for
honesty, healing, and connection, without judgment or
expectation.

If you or someone you know could benefit from having someone
to talk to, someone who will listen and walk alongside you,
Stephen Ministry is here for you. Reaching out may feel like a
small step, but it can open the door to meaningful support and
companionship.

Because no one should have to carry life's burdens alone, and

here, you do not have to

Questions? Contact Candace Jenkins
cjenkins@asburymemorial.org
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Faustina Smith, Emily Garrard, Heidi
Hoffmann, and Tom Lewis recently enjoyed
the April 26 matinee performance of The
White Chip at Savannah Repertory Theatre.

The White Chip is a moving and often
humorous play that explores one man’s
journey through addiction and recovery,
offering both heartfelt reflection and
moments of laughter along the way. The
performance sparked meaningful
conversation and provided not only a
wonderful theatrical experience, but also a
chance for fellowship afterward.

We hope more church friends will join us
for future summer and fall outings as we
continue supporting local theater and
enjoying time together in community.

If you are interested in attending upcoming
performances, please speak with anyone in
this group for more information—we would
love to have you join us!

RAG:

Do you have a family member
graduating this May?

We would love to celebrate this
important milestone with our
church community!

V-

Submit all information to
E the church office by 4

PLEASE SEND us:

e A recent photo
@ Name of graduate

School they are graduating from
@ Major (i applicable)

Any honors, awards, or

special accomplishments

MAY 15™
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Our 3™ space gathering for
April was so much fun! It was
great to be outside - even
with the caterpillars
dropping on us!

Thank you everyone for
being there, for bringing so
much delicious food to
share, for playing games,
and for sharing your time
with us! Thank you to
everyone who wanted to be
there but had scheduling
conflicts! Your spirit was still
felt.

Several of us commented on
how it reminded us of
church activities from days-
gone-by, or it reminded us of
our childhood. I'm thankful
for those good memories
and also for the present
moment we all spent
together - away from our cell
phones - and talking to each
other.

This is what 3™ spaces are all
about! This is also what
church is about!

With love and gratitude,
Rev August




Easter Bonnets §Joyful Hearts

The April Sisters in Faith luncheon was a joyful and memorable
gathering filled with laughter, creativity, and connection. From the
moment guests arrived, the room was alive with beautiful spring spirit—
highlighted by the many fun and imaginative Easter bonnets. You truly
brought your A game, ladies, and it showed!

We enjoyed wonderful food, meaningful fellowship, and a program that
made the day extra special. A highlight of the afternoon was time spent
with the incredibly talented Kim Polote, whose presence and gifts
brought inspiration and joy to all.

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend and help make the day
so special. We missed those who couldn't be with us and hope to see
you next time. And to any women who have not yet joined us, consider
this your standing invitation—we would love for you to come experience
the fun, friendship, and community that make Sisters in Faith such a
beautiful group.




¢ Asbury Ménioial Cuéh

Thursday, ;1 t2 0 ?A{n. Memorial’s parking lot
May21 2025 eet up at Asbury Memorial’s parking lof

if youd like to carpool.

Wear comfortable
shoes and bring
your sense of
adventure!

SMART

Recovery

MONDAYS

7:00P -8:30P

WESLEY OAK CHURCH

3124 E. VICTORY
DRIVE, SAVANNAH,
GA 31404

ALL ARE WELCOME!

SUPPORT FOR A BALANGED LIFE

Wesley Oak Church is proud to host SMART
Recovery meetings every Monday evening from
7:00-8:30 p.m. SMART Recovery is a program
designed to help individuals overcome harmful
habits and addictions through practical tools
based on cognitive and motivational psychology
and addiction research.

Unlike traditional 12-step programs, SMART
takes a science-based approach that
emphasizes self-reliance, self-resilience, and
self-empowerment. Participants are encouraged
to become the experts on their own recovery
journeys, choosing strategies and supports that
fit their needs. Topics may include relationships,
substance use, gambling, eating, spending, and
other behaviors that can impact well-being.

There is no requirement to commit to a lifetime
of meetings. Instead, participants decide when
and how long they wish to be involved, making
SMART a flexible and welcoming community.
The program also recognizes that individuals
may benefit from participating in more than one
support group, and it values collaboration
rather than exclusivity.

2B SUNDAY

When:
Second Sunday of each month
@ 6:00 PM

Where:
Parker and J.J. Collins’ house

Looking for a safe, welcoming space to
explore life’s big questions? The Second
Sunday Seekers Group is a casual
monthly gathering for anyone curious
about the spiritual and theological
dimensions of life.

Together, we wrestle with the sacred
mysteries, the frustrating questions, the
ethical dilemmas, and the moral
conundrums that shape our journeys.
There’s no agenda, no required reading,
and no expectations. Just bring your
curiosity, your humility, and your '

kindness. Whether you're full of

questions, full of doubt, or full of faith—

you're welcome here.

Harmony
Peace
Believe ,
Hopé “

Love




SNUGGLERS
NEEDED

A SPECIAL CALL TO CARE
FOR OUR LITTLEST
MEMBERS

At Asbury Memorial Church, we celebrate being a community
that truly welcomes all, and that includes our newest and tiniest
members. Lately, we've been blessed with a growing number of
babies in our church family, and with that joy comes an
opportunity for a very special kind of ministry.

We are looking for caring, compassionate volunteers who would
be willing to spend an occasional Sunday morning snuggling
and spoiling our infants during worship. This is more than just
childcare - it's a chance to share God’s love in its most tender
form, offering comfort and care to our littlest ones while giving
their parents the space to fully participate in the life of the
church.

If you've ever felt the sacred joy of holding a sleeping baby, or
the simple grace of rocking a little one to calm, you know this is
holy work.

For the safety of all our children, volunteers will be asked to
complete a background check before serving in this role.

If your heart is nudging you toward this gentle and meaningful
ministry, we would love to hear from you. Please see Rev.
August Alderman for more information or to get involved.

Come be part of nurturing the next generation—with love, care,
and maybe a few extra cuddles along the way.
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Lveryday Faith

Easter is a powerful and
beautiful moment in the life of
the church. We celebrate
resurrection, hope, and the
promise that love is stronger
than death. But once the lilies
fade and the celebrations quiet
down, an important question
remains: what does Easter look
like in our everyday lives?

Resurrection is not just a single
day. It is an invitation to live
differently every day.

Carrying Easter into daily life
means choosing hope even
when things feel uncertain. It
means believing that new life is
still possible in situations that
feel stuck or heavy. It shows up
in small but meaningful ways.
Offering kindness when it would

Everyday faith
means choosing
hope, even when
life feels uncertain.

be easier to turn away.
Choosing forgiveness instead of
holding on to hurt. Showing up
for one another with
compassion and grace.

Everyday faith is not about
perfection. It is about presence.
It is about trusting that God is
still at work in the ordinary
moments of our lives. In
conversations with friends, in
quiet prayers, in acts of service,
and even in the challenges we
face, resurrection continues to
unfold.

As a church, we are called to be
people of resurrection. People
who carry light into the world.

People who remind others that
they are not alone. People who
believe that love, hope, and new
beginnings are always possible.

So as we move beyond Easter
Sunday, may we continue to live
the story. May we carry that
hope into our homes, our work,
and our community. And may
our lives reflect the quiet but
powerful truth at the heart of
our faith: resurrection is not just
something we celebrate. It is
something we live.




Why Justice
Matters to

Our Church ¥
o’

FAITH IN ACTION. HOPE IN COMMUNITY.

L1

ROOTED IN FAITH

Throughout scripture, we are
reminded again and again that
God cares deeply about fairness,
dignity, and the well being of

all people. Justice is about more
than reacting to problems. It is
about building a community
where everyone has the
opportunity to thrive.

STRONGER TOGETHER

Through partnerships like
Justice Unites Savannah
Together, we join with others
across our city to listen, learn,
and take meaningful action on
the real issues facing our
community.

CHANGE IS POSSIBLE

Justice work is not always easy,
but it is deeply hopeful. It
reminds us that change is
possible when people come
together with shared purpose
and a commitment to care for
one another.

EVERYONE HAS A ROLE

It begins with a willingness to
show up, to pay attention, and
to care. Whether through
attending community gatherings,
supporting local efforts, or
learning more, each of us

has a part to play.

DO JUSTICE.
LOVE KINDNESS.
WALK HUMBLY.
MICAH 6:8

At the heart of our faith is a simple but
powerful call: to love our neighbors, to seek
what is good, and to stand with those whose
voices are too often unheard. Justice is not
separate from our faith. It is an essential
part of how we live it. /

That is why our church is committed to being part of efforts
that reach beyond our walls. Through partnerships like
Justice Unites Savannah Together, we join with others across
our city to listen, learn, and take meaningful action. These
partnerships allow us to work together on real issues facing
our community, from housing and education to public safety
and access to resources.

FAITH IN ACTION

As a church, we believe that faith is something we live out
in the world. Justice is one way we do that. It is how we
embody love, how we build stronger communities, and how
we reflect the hope at the center of our faith.

Together, we can continue to be a people
who not only believe in justice, but who
actively seek it, live it, and share it.

LOVING GOD. LOVING NEIGHBOR. SEEKING JUSTICE. TOGETHER.




A PLACE TO BELONG In a world that can often feel overwhelming, youth group offers

Youth group is a space where something simple but powerful: a place to belong.

students can come as they are, ; : : Z z
lle hemisalués andlcitiy are Here, friendships are built, laughter is shared, and meaningful

welcomed and valued. conversations happen in ways that help young people grow in both
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, confidence and faith. Whether a student has grown up in church
INCLUSIVE BY DESIGN or is stepping into this space for the first time, there is a place

™ : for them here.
. We believe every young person
deserves a place where they feel
safe, included, and supported

All are welcomed. Difference; WE MEET ON

are respected. Kindness

............................ o TUESD AYS <

leads the way
FAITH THAT'S REAL 5:30 p.M. = 7:30 p.M.

Through games, outings, service

projects, and honest conversations, :
i explors it nifieysthat rs THROUGH THE END OF JUNE,
meaningful and real. Questions ) THEN TAKE A SHORT SUMMER BREAK

are welcome. Everyone has L AND RESUME IN AUGUST.

something to contribute.

...............................................

A COMMUNITY THAT CARES Q < | FORFAMILIES

N
Youth group is about more than O O O Youth group is an opportunity to connect your child with
just one night a week. It's about a community that cares. It is a space where they will be
building a community that

known, supported, and encouraged to grow into who they
supports, encourages, and

celebrates each young person. it n are created to be.

Come join us, bring a friend, and experience a group where everyone belongs.
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| A gift has been given in memory of '
El’abeth@arrett
in honor of
. ! L8
Liza Swanger’s Baptism ]enmfer BarTett

by
Stephen, Alex
& David Swanger

Prayer Pguests

Congregants of Asbury Memorial & Wesley Oak

DiAnne Amerson, Nancy Austin, Mark Barner,
Jim Burris, Dee Christy, Gretchen Dodd, Deb Gibson,
Jim Green, Bubba Hughes, Carolyn Ingram,
Judith Kessler, J] King, Kathleen Leopard,
Cook Levy, Virginia Moryades, James Mullins,
Ramsey, Tina Smith, Patty Steinhauser,
hompson, Kenn Waters, Wayne Welch,

y White, Debbie Wright, Peggy Zeigler

Mgmbers and Friends
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Light, fresh, and full of joy—
perfect desserts to celebrate the season!

Strauberuy Mini Cheesecakes )

INGREDIENTS :  DIRECTIONS

¢ 1 cup graham cracker crumbs 1. Preheat oven to 325°F and line a muffin tin
e 3 tbsp butter, melted with paper liners.

e 16 oz cream cheese, softened 2. Mix graham crumbs and butter. Press 1 tbsp

e 1/2 cup sugar into each liner.

3. Beat cream cheese and sugar until smooth.

e 1 tsp vanilla extract !
' Add vanilla and eggs; mix until combined.

o 2large eggs

o 1 cip fresh stawbesties, diced 4. Spoon filling over crusts, filling liners 3/4 full.

o 2tbsp sugar : 5. Bake 18-20 minutes. Cool completely.

6. Toss strawberries with sugar and lemon juice.
Spoon over cheesecakes before serving.

e 1 tsp lemon juice

INGREDIENTS . DIRECTIONS

* 1(3.4 0z) box lemon pudding mix 1. Prepare pudding with milk and let thicken. J
¢ 2 cups cold milk 2. Fold in whipped topping.

¢ 1(12 oz) container whipped topping 3. In a trifle dish or large bowl, layer half of

the pound cake, half of the pudding
mixture, and half of the blueberries.
4. Repeat layers.
5. Top with lemon zest and extra
752225 BRI T A T Tt blueberries. Chill for at least 1 hour
B?Lg/uf, zesty, g e before serving.
and, oh-so-refpeshing! |

..............................

1 (1 Ib) pound cake, cubed
¢ 1 cup fresh blueberries

o Zest of 1 lemon (optional)
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AS OF FEBRUARY 2026

@ YTD BUDGET GOAL l $127,542

ACTUAL YTD
EXPENSES
ACTUAL YTD
CONTRIBUTIONS

AHEAD / BEHIND
@ (IF BUDGET SPENT) } $11,926

CURRENT CONTRIBUTIONS
TO EXPENSES -$18,957

‘ $115,616

‘ $96,659

AHEAD / BEHIND

N 1 Y,
Your giving Thank you for
FUELS OUR —  BEING THE
MISSION. CHURCH.

We are called to be
good stewards of all
that we've been given.

Thank you for living
that out every day!

TOGETHER,

we worship, we serve,
we love, we make

a difference.

WHAT THIS MEANS

We planned to spend
$127,542 by now.

We've spent $115,616—
that's $11,926 under
budget. Great stewardship!

We've received $96,659 B
in contributions.

We are $11,926 under
budget in spending.

We are $18,957 behind
in contributions compared
to our expenses.

THE BOTTOM LINE
3 We are operating at a deficit

of $18,957.

Your generosity helps us

close the gap and continue
the mission we share.

‘When some distress has come our way,
There’s none so-comforting as lilaca in May,

by Kathy Sikes

Towarm us when it's cold cutdoors -
They keep her busy, with daily chores,

There’s none so-sweet forevermore
Than Mother's Handa.

To gently wipe our tears away,

Than Mother's Handa.

Toplay the piano tunes by ear
L the songs Dad loves to hear,
There's none so artful and so-dear
Than Mother's Hands

Tobounce her grandbabes on her knee

fInd “peek-a-boo”” a amile to-see

There's none a0 special as “Nana love” to-be

Than Mother's Handa.

So-very, precious owr Mother's Handa

en t .hosplce, where she ma he

father. She was 85. I'1

WE HAVE MULTIPLE WAYS FOR YOU TO CONTINUE YOUR SUPPORT OF ASBURY MEMORIAL

Mail:

Mail your contribution by
check to:

Asbury Memorial Church
1008 East Henry Street
Savannah, GA 31401

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFTS!

Website:
e Log on to our website:

www.AsburyMemorial.org

¢ Click on the Give Now
button

e Complete the form as
directed.

e Youcansetituptobea
recurring donation!

Text Giving:

e From your mobile phone:

e Send your contribution
amount to 833-690-5966

e Donate anytime, anywhere

e Use easy debit/credit card
registration

e Make a one-time gift or set
it up to be recurring




ASBURY MEMORIAL'S Men's Group

Building Connection and Conversation

Our Men’s Group meets every
Thursday at 7:00 PM via Zoom
for conversation, support, and
spiritual growth. Anyone is
welcome to join—any time,
g f from anywhere. No experience
Memorial's Heav R ' 3 or sign-up needed, just drop
: in and connect!

Stop by the church office ; B/
to purchase yours today! W , - Meets Thursdays, 7:00-8:30

p-m. on Zoom.

Wesley Oak Campus
9:30am
ages 4 yrs - 5th grade

ﬂk NAME PLATES

2 O 2 6 : - j As we worship on Sundays, how meaningful it is
to see the name of a loved one etched into a

S T E W A R D S H I P nameplate on one of our beautiful sanctuary.

chairs.

If you would like to remember or honor
a loved one in a special way, complete an order
> form and turn it into the church office. Forms

are available in the church narthex and the
YOU CAN MAKE YOUR office. Please turn in a completed form to the

. URYMEMOL l PLEDGE HERE office.

The cost is $250.00. The funds are used for the
upkeep and maintenance of the sanctuary.

-

May 11th
SUNDAYS AT 1:00 PMJOY COTTAGE

ARE YOU CRAVING DEEPER CONVERSATIONS ABOUT FAITH, LIFE, AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH? : 12:30 pm
WOKE IS A WELCOMING GROUP OF SEEKERS AND THINKERS WHO GATHER EVERY SUNDAY T0
EXPLORE BIG IDEAS AND ASK MEANINGFUL UUESTIUNS TOGETHER, WE DIG INTO THOUGHT- L A May 25th
PROVOKING TOPICS THAT HELP US GROW— "BOTH SPIRITUALLY AND PERSONALLY.
BRING YOUR OUESTIONS YOUR\I)URiUSITY AND YOUR OPEN HEART. 12:30 pm
L EPSGROW TOBETHER s+




Asbury Memorial

Church
1008 East Henry Street
Savannah, GA 31401-7128
INT.ID 206896
Office 233-4351 Fax 233-5026
www.asburymemorial.org

Return Service Requested

Flowers in the Sanctuary

Supplying the flower arrangements for the worship service is a
wonderful way to commemorate a date that is important to you or a
loved one. Please check the Flower Chart in the narthex and sign up.
The cost is $70.

For more information call the church office at 233-4351.

Special Funds

One way to honor or to remember a loved one is with a memorial or an
honorarium to some of our different funds such as the Properties Fund,
General Fund, Piano/Organ Fund, Family and Children’s Ministries
Fund, Youth Ministry Fund, Laura Angell Scholarship Fund, Pet
Memorial Fund or one of our Mission Funds.

Newsletter Information

If you have an announcement for “The Asbury Update,” please email
Chris Kincade at ckincade@asburymemorial.org.

Mission Statement

Asbury Memorial is a place where all people can develop their
spirituality, use their talents, and grow in faith as we seek to love, serve,
and celebrate God, each other, and our community.




